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SIR; 


t Hat May is as weak as his Caſe, that cannotin] 

dure a Free ventilation of what he holds for Truth, 

The Surer heis of Truth, the leſs concer,'d will be 

appear ar the 77a! of it, If Tam Ojraded, it 

muſt be at my Self, who Varares invited you to this tron- 

ble, when 1 deſired you, to give me your thoughts free 

of the Book 1 ſent you; though T intended yo not ſo great 

ains, nor 2) ſelf neither: You are thought by ſome that 

bs read you, in ſome places /Þarp :,vugh againſt the Cauſe 

you Oppote, though every where full of knd Refleons 

and Afiurances of Relpect to the Pe-rſo; you deal with, 

which would ſhew your Difference from him at Preſent, 
to be not of Cue but of Neceſſ;ty, 

And Iwillailure you ( $i ) Iam far from the Varity 
of afﬀecting ro differ from you, or any Sober ſ-archers aſter 
truth ; ard theretore ſhall nor ſeek ro make che difference 
'grea;c; chei. your ſelf State, andallor it to be, whoin Paz. 
-8, havetiieſe words, ** I know of no difference art all de- 
* pending between you and me about that molt bleſſed e- 
"*© ſtate or happy coudition, wherein the rizh:eous ſhine 
* asthe Sun inthe Kingdom of our Farther, neither is it the 
* Kingdom of our God, and of his Ci:rift inall the Divine 
* glories of ir, that we radically and fundamentaily differ 
* to much about, as the time and manner of revealing it, 
A Mt 
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Tf our difference be only 7 the time and manner of Rez 
wealin; of this Kingdom (which is the Subje& about which 
the little Book I ſent you is converſant) then I might rea- 
ſonably have expeRted you would have conſidered and weigh- 
ed the things there offcred for the 11-78 and maner,and give 
en me your Exceptions thereto, which you have not done 
at all, bur bend your force againſt the very Hope and Ex- 
peAation it ſelf, for ſo you deliver your ſelf, Pag.7, * That 
*you know not the meaning of that OVIWARD 
<AND VISIBLE Kingdom of Chriſt , which I 
© make the Foundation of my dilcourſe , againſt which you 
refle very tharply in that, and ſeveral other Paragraphs 
of your Book, which I have no delight to Repeat, bur as 
xece(ſity (hall require, to give you occaſion to review them : 
I confeſs Str, I took this for a Poſtulatum with my hearers, 
and therefore did not apply my ſelf at all co prove it. If 
you can overthrow my Foundation, you had reaſon to ſave 
your ſelf the labour of undertaking the reſt, what was 
Built uporit will fall of its felf, if you ſucceed in this, The 
way you ſeek to overthrow this, 1s by carrying up the 
Preſent $tate of the Kingdom of God into all the Grandure 
and Glory of expreſſion that may be :- ſo here is KING- 
DOM AGAINST KINGDOM, or rather oze 
State of th? Kingdom (and that [»ferior, and far Short) 
ſet up againſt the oher, which is alone PerfeFive and Sa- 
geactory.- -- | 

Your firſt Poſition upon which you thus bear up your 
ſelf, runs thus. © The Kingdom. of God, and of his 
* Chriſt, is an inward and inviſible Kingdom, containing 
© within the large circumference, or comprehenſion of ir, 
* all che inviſible things of God, the Summ and Subſtance 
* whereof, is-his eternal Power and Godhead, And what 
(S$ir,) will youmake of all this ? The Kingdom of God, 
. and his Chriſt, isan Jaward and 1awiſible Kingdom, pine 
denys 
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denys it> Have we not an outware\ and an imrard Man ; 


a viſible and 1nviſible part > and may not the Kingdom of 


God have fo to, and conliſt of both > If you would have 
made any thing of your Argument, (pardon Sr, my free- 
dom with you, I know you want not Logich (though here 
you thought nor good to uſe it) you ſhould have laid it is 
[only] inward and inviſible, containing in it oxly the 1;- 
viſible things of God, Bur then beſides the difficulty you 
would have found to have proved that, your ſelf would be 
found inſtead of allowing the large and comprehenſiue bunds 
of its content, to put the $rraight and Narrow Limits of re- 
ſtraint upon it z which yer in the cloſe and winding up of 
this poſition, you do in effe<t, though not in terminis, 
making the Sum ard Sub tajice of all theſe Irwiſible things 
of Goa, to be his Eternal Power and God. head, Vouching the 
Apoſtle Paul for your Author, Row, 1, 20, VV howill not 
ſtand by you in this aſſertion, nor any of the Sacred Pen- 
men of the Scriptures, for in that place he is not ſpeaking 
of all the inviſible chings of God, but only the 73 915% 5% 3:5 
that which may be known of God by the light of Nature, e- 
ven to the Heathen, and this only ſo far as to leave them, 
nithout Excuſe, Sir, though we are Friends, yet in this 
cauſe, as Lew, I muſt z0t know you, nor ſpare to tell you, 
you build upon a very weak Foundation, it all be like this : 
you come to overthrow my Foundation, Pray look to your 
own. You will make a LARGE KINGDOM of 
it indeed, if it be found among the Heathens, in that farat 
Glanmerins light that never ſaved one of them, only ſerves 
rocomein as witneſs againſt them, for their corrupting in it 
and under it, but in the mean while you make a very 


SORRY and WEAK. Kingdom of it, which was not of - 


force to keep them from ſo corrupting, If this be all the 
Kingdom of God contains within its large circumference, 
and comprehenſion, I have done. 
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But ſuppoſe theſe ſp'ricual and inviſible things 23 large 
25 vou will, yet unleſs you; prove that the Kingdom of 
Go1.s | only ].of ach, your Argument concludes nothing 
ag4in{t an ourward and viſible Kingdom, 

Nor is your next quotation much more to your purpoſe, 
2 Cor, 4,17, 18. But utterly againſt you, the words are 
theſe, Our lght aff.i 410 which ts but for a moment, woi keib 
far us afar more exceedin? and eternal weight of Glory, while 
we lock 2.0: at the things that are ſeen, but at the things that are 
9: ſ-en ; for the things that are ſeen are Temporal, but the 
things that are no: ſcenare Eterizal, VVhere the 2poſtle is 
raiſing and bearing up himlclf and his fellows in the Ti- 
buls:ic, they endured for the Kingdom of God, who by 
diſpenſation in their preſeat ſtate, and for a glorious end, 
were as thoſe chat had an excellent T' eaſure, buc in Ear- 
ther V:{j*l:, that God might appear the. mcre in cheir ſup- 
port, They were troubled on eyery fide , Perplexed , 
Perſecuted, caſt down, but not Diſtreed, nor in Diſpair, 
not Forfaken, nor Deſtroyed, Always bearing abour in 
the Lody, the dyings of the Lord F ſus, always deliv:red 
ug:0 Deal for Telus ſake, but with tais Couulſel and de- 
ſign, 75at the L fe aiſu of F:ſ«s might be made m inifeſt 11 0ur 
Bud, Yea 'N Our Atl firjh, WILILCH expectation and hope 
he caſts into the :1#255 of the ReſurreF;on, Veti, 14, Or the 
aa of Frdgme3: as it is in the next Chap, werſ, 10, when 
bt we muitall apyear before 1h. Fu'gment ſat of Chrif!, that 
The Text CVELY Oe May receive ;he things done in * his Body accord- 
li.zy be ren- ; 
ared | that he-may receive ſuch things by or thron»h- his Body } according to that 
he ftath dore, where the Body is brought in nor 2s the inſtrument of thoſe things 
once as the Tranſlation in the Ergliſh wou!s carry it but for that ftare of man 
wnercin ne ſhz!l receive his full reward, whether tor 00d or had, which is when 
+H. Lody ſhall he revnired to rhe Soul, as in ihe Kefurredion, for if the Apoſtic 
ita! rc.ecr thedoing cf good or bad on'y to the Body, or thoſe things wherein rhe 
bv w.i the Agent or Inſtrument, it would be too ſhort to take in all good and bad, 
«wc being many borh good and bad fruits wherein the Body hath no hand, as ail 
:menal $185 and 1p't irual wickedneſſes, and (© (ſpiritual vertues and graces. 
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ng-to that he harh done, whether it be good or bad, Fo! 
this cauſe iris that he ſays ( in the former Chap. verſ. 16.) 
}e faint nor, but though our outward man periſh, yet the 
inward man is renerved day by day, for our light affliction 
which is bur for a Moment, worketh for us, &c, While 
we look not at the things that are ſeen, but the things 
that are not ſeen, &c, Here lies the knot, what are 
theſe things NOT SEEN# This 6s the firength of 
your Argument, if there be any ſtrength init, The Apo- 
ſle ſhews both before and after what he means, They are 
things that relate not on'y to the Soul, but to the: Body, 
the mortal Eleſb, the Earthen Veſſel, or the Earthly houſe of 
this Tabernacle, which thall be exchanged for a Building of 
(794, an Houle-;:9: made with hands, a Houle from Heawen, 
a Veſſel of Gold,. which the ſame Apoltle in the former E- 
piſtie C/ap, 15, calls a Spiritual! body, Now is all this a meer 
INWARD SPIRITUAL AND INVISE 
BLE G%5, Give me leave { Sir) to tell you whac 
hath led you out of the way, it it the taking of che things 
xo: ſ:-n, for things [nvifble : whereas the Apoſtle is nor 
heard to ſpeak ſo1n this place. The words are «i 6azrbuwe, 
no; -* d822-, not things fimply, or in their own nature ab- 
ſ>ucely inviſible ; bur with reſpect corhe preſent rime, a5 
itisceſtrained-1n a parallel caſe; and inſtance of Noah, Heb, 
11.7. Noah warned of God, «#57 unde mo Carmwiyor, rouch- 
ing thiugs zot ſeex as 507, 13, The deſtruction of the old 
World by the Flood, a thing which they ſaw and fe't to 
their coſt -in the ſeaſon aypainted, Aud io the recompence 
of reward that 27 ſes had reipe& unto, and the promiſes 
unto Abr4ih1z2 that he ſhoald be the - Heir of the World. 
they were things not ſeen as yer, but nor in their nature 
invitible, but were ſeen in cheir time, in bringing 1{-ae{ 
into Canaay as an Earxeſft of the whole-world to be given in 
cue time to the ſeed of the Az:ypical Abraham, So allo the 
Apoſtie. 


(6) 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of this hope that remains ſtill ro the Peo. 
ple of God, 77 4: «To 6gawer, we ſre n0t yet all things pu; under 
him, He doth not ſay we ſhall never fee, but implies the 
contrary; nay, we have earneſt of it, in the glory and ho- 
nour with which our Lord Jeſus, the head of this myſtical 
body is Crowned, 

Such is the Apoſtles Argument, and ſuch is his fence, 
and fo is he to be taken in this your place of the Coriath;, 
the things the Apoſtles lookt unto, and comforted them. 
ſelves in, were things ot ſeen 45 yet z for they take nor 
place till the Reſurrection, and the day of Judgment, which 
I ſuppoſe, you overlooking, or not conſidering the time 
of this glorious viſible Adminiſtration, bur thinking I took 
up as perhaps too many do) in a corruptible ſtace of things 
(in changes made by men on this fide the Reſurreivn of 
the Dead) hath been a ſtumbling block thar hath turned 
you our of the way, whereas it is not till the Reſurref0 
of the Fat, that we Jook for this reward, as our Saviour 
himſelf determines, Lk. 14. 14+ When the Dead ſhall 


be raiſed incorruptible, and we that ſurvive ſhall be 


changed, 

Now to deny a vifib'e and outward Kingdom and Glo- 
ry, when the bodies of men ſhall put off Mortality, and 
there ſhall be an univerſal change in the whole nature of 
things, in Heaven and Earth, and all Creatures, and in all 
Adminiſtrations, is without any plauſible pretence, either 
of Reaſon or Scripture. 

Ic muſt be granted that all along in all times, there 
have been {by diſpenſation) certain viſible Earneſts, and 
foreraſts of this recompence, ſerving as Types and Prefigu- 
rations for the confirmation of our Faith and Expectation, 
as in Exoch, during the times of the Old World; in the 
bringing of Iſrael our of Ez pt in Moſes time: in the flou- 
riſhing raign of Soom, &c, In the Tranſlation of of 

jah, 
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jah, in the transfiguration of our Saviour, and there have 
been ſome rare examples chat have preſſed farr, and bid 


high for perfection, as Pas!, even for the Reſurrection of ' 


the Dead, (to paſs by thoſe in every age, who put them- 
ſelves forward in their own ſpirit, which will come to no- 
thing) bur never any in their mortal fleſh attained the full 
glory of this ſtate, bur only a little portion of it, ir being 
the glory of another time, and that which awaits the Se- 
cond coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all his Saints, 
as Boch the firſt of theſe Inſtances witneſleth in his Pro- 
phecy. And now, Sr, I have done wich this your fecond 
proof, and I thank you for bringingir into the field, it hath 
done us more ſervice then you, though I hope all is a ſer- 
vice to you, and you will find and acknowledge it lo in the 
end, but 1 ſpeak with reference to your preſent cauſe and 
engagement, you muſt needs be ſenfible that your own 
weapons are turned upon your ſelf; for theſe things that 
are not ſeen, to which the Apoſtles and Believers do look 


have been proved to be the things of the reſurre#on, & luch 


as concern the glory of our bodies, and the reſtitution of all 
things, as well as the perfecting of our ſpirits,and to be cal- 
led things not ſeen, not for the ;nw1{6:1ity of their nature; but 
for that the time of their appearing isnot yet. So that nov 
unleſs you will ſay (which I know you will not) that the 
putting all things, even Death it ſelf, in ſubjection under 
Chriſt and his Saints, is no part of the Kingdom of God,and 
of Chriſt, you cannot fay it is wholly inward and inviſible, 

Your third Quotation may receive the ſame An» 
ſwer, I Cor, 2,9, 10. Eye hath zot ſeen, nor Bar heard, 


*- 


neither hath it entred into the heart of Man, the thin2s' 


that God hath prepared for them that Love him, Tie: 
Original Text, to which the Apolle refers, is Eſ. 64. 


4, where the words runs thus, For ſiace the beginning of 
the World men have not heard , nor percercied by the Bar, 


weither.: 
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Beither hath theeys ſees, O Gas, beſides thee, what he hath pre. 
.pared for him that waiteth for him, VV here, by the context 
both before and after-in the ſame Chapter, and in the 
next, theſe things.( that no eye but God hath ſeen ) iſſue 
exprefly into a New Heaven, and a new Earth, boy iife, 
Dulaing, Planting, a long injojing of the wirksof RL Hands, 
their ſeed and off pring tobe bleſſed, and the eami:y of a th: 
Creatures roceaſe, Allthele, though things not ſcen as yer, 
vet are in their own narure viſible enough, if mcn have 
Eyes, anſwering, though much exceeding thoſe terrible 
things which God d:d, when he brought up Tf; a-l out of 
E2zp:, and came down upon Mount $44: in a vitiÞle g!9- 
ry, Which the Church mindes the Lord of in the 3 :«/[, 
of that 64th. Chip, Invocateing the Lord to do tte like 
things again, yea, threatning a grearer kindneſs that iFe ex- 
pets from him, if he dobut conſult hisown proviltins ad 
ſtores, for that is the meaning of the 4th wezſ. as if ſhe 
had 1d, Thon haſt greater things 0 thew then ever any 
Eyes betides thy ſeif,O G4,hath ſeen,and yer the Eye tiiat 
ſaw Peradice, and that tate of innocency, and 'thar ſaw 
Solomons Temple, and the proſperity of that time, had ſeen 
very great glories, but the glory of che new Creation, of 
the ſecond Adar:, of the tru Solomoz, is to be unipeaka- 
bly greater every way, and in every retpe&, both inward 
and outward, elle the Precedent and the pattern was very 
improperly alledged, for that was outward as well as in- 
ward, and here ( $:r) I thank you again for this Text al- 
ſo, which being unmuz!ed, and ſpeaking freely, is fully 
for a viſible Kingdom, which when you conſider, I hope 
you will come over to us, and be for it too. 

Nor will the next verſe you take in, relieve you art al, 
where the Apoſtle faith, But God hath revealed them to «; 
by his Spirit, for the Spirit ſearcherh all things, even the det; 
things of God, whereuvon you note, they are therefore dep, 

| profaucd 
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profound and myfterious becauſe inviſible; and conld nit be [p 
deep, 8c. Were they nit theinviſihle things of Bod, The 
things whereof we treat, even that new $-4% of things 
which Chriſt will bring with him at þis nexr conug, :7e 
deep things, and ſuch as without the ivev-lac.on of the 
Spirit, we could never. have knowti, oz tad groand to ex- 
ped, and itis called, The finiſhing of the wa;ſtery of God, but 
co (ay there is no myſtery but inviſible, ix re,4:3 Cod ma- 
nifeft inthe Fleſh to be the myſteryof Gedlineſs, hich I be. 
lieve you did not coniider, when you wrote yu: deſcripe 
tion of Faith, as the evtdence of thin''s rot ſeen, which you 

next fall down unto, Take it with the former explicati- 
on, 22, That the things zo: ſeey, are not neceſſarily all 
ofthem things in their own nature {ply muiſfible, bur 

with reference to the preſext time, not ſeen as yer, and it 

hures me notat all. And ſowe muſt underſtand chem, for 

whatſoever is the SuZjeF matter of apromitle, is the Osjea 

ofour Faith, Hope, and Expectation, which as hath been 

ſufficiently proved, and inſtanced, are nor only inviſible 

things, bur alſo things viſible, and which ſhall be ſeen in 

their Seaſon, 

But whereas preſently hereupon, youmake the Works of 
God inviſible, tncomprehenſible , 8c, As be himſelf is, 
How then (Sr,) can God bemade known by them, even 
to natural men as heis ſaid to be, Rom. r. 

There is grant a three fold Sence, in which the works 
of God are (as youexprels it) © Infinite, Eternal, every 
© way inviſible and incomprehenſible in all the compleac 
© dimenſions of them, even as he himſelf is, v4z, They 
are ſo. 1, In the Principle in which they are wrought. 
2, In the W:ifiom and Power by which they are condatted, 
and managed. 3, Inthe end towhich they are ordained, 
in which fence Solomon is to be underſtood, That whatſce- 
wer God doth, ti juall be for ever, nothing can be put i0 it, nor 

B any 
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any thing taken from it, as much as to fay, there is neither 
Redundancy, nor Deficiency in it. 

But if the Children (thoſe higheſt and beſt pieces of the 
works of his hands) be pertakers of fleſh and blood, a caluke, 
faint and weak appearance inthe preſent ſtate, and yer che 
Workof God is perfe, and abides forever, will it be ever 
the leſs perſe&, or rather will ic not appear in its perfecti- 
on, when this--ile covering upon the Face, the Majeſty, 
the glory of Godin his works ſhall be done away, This 
Kingdom of Chriſt which we expe is that alone, which 
can read this Vail, and uncover the Face of the Glory of 
God in all his workes, and it is the proper work of this 
Kingdom fo todo, Eſa, 25.6, 7,8. And to exalt.che Lord 
alone in that day, then, he that blefieth himſelf in the Barth, 
ſhall bl:(s himſelf in the God of truth, and he that Sweareth in 
the Earth ſhall Swear by the God of truth, Eſa,65. 16, 
where wemay learn that the Earth and God, the Earth 
and Truth, and fo Viſible and Inviſible , are not dan 
inconſiſtent, the Earth the loweſt pare of his ways and 
works, his Footftool; yet truth, yea the God of Truth found 
there; the Earth not ſucha warn, ſhadowy empty thing in 
that day as it hath been hitherto, but the God of truth 
filling the Earch, and allthe things of che Earth, 

When you ſee this, will not your Heart rejoyce, Tam 
perſwaded it will, as [:ttle as you now know the meaning of 
that outward viſible K ingdom of Chriſt, for this is the new 
Heaven, and new Earth that we ſpeak of; a ſtate ſo new ' 
thatir ſhall perfe&ly blot out the remembrance, and leave 
no footſteps of the former Vanity, as the Propher, Eſay. 
acquaints us in the 17th, werſ. of that 65th. Chapter , 
which ſtate of things yet is, and muſt be acknowledged 
though not ſimply Inviſible, yer as far remote from the com- 
703 ſence and underſtanding of men as youcan delire; and to 
have a great depth and myſteriouſnels init, a Path _ 

the 
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the Uultureseye never ſan : the Tabernacle of God with 
men; grace, and xature; God and Man, the Creator and 
the Creature ; Heaven and Earth , things wi{ble and in- 
wiſible , like 6retheren dwelling together in «aity, mutu- 
ally, infolding, encompaſſing one another ; mutually giv- 
ing, and given forth one of another, This is that which 
the Prophet celebrates with that high Elogiuxs, in thac 
fore quoted place Ez. 64. 4. That no Eyebelides thee, O 
God, hath ſeen, Till I fee this I cannor fay that [ ſee that 
full and glorious eſtate of the Kingdom of Chriſt, that the 
Prophets are ſo full of : and when you and I ſhall fee this, 
give me leave by way of Amicipationto take up your own 
pords under your 2, poſition, © Can your underſtanding reach 
* any thing, or your will cloſe with any thing, or your heart 
© and affection go out after any thing beyond this: yea give 
me leave yet farther with the ſame indignation and vehe- 
mency to abhorr the thought, that you ſhould reſt ſhort of 
this union of the viſible and inviſible things of God, as 
you do to harbour ſuch a thought of me, that I ſhould 
Go Credit to what 1s Incredible, or enterprize what is impa- 
ible, 

I have done now with the words of the Scriptures which 
you ſummon in to witneſs in your cauſe, and you ſee how 
they have done it ; that they have not had a word, not 2 
Syllablefor you, but againſt you, I come now to jour own 
words (which Imay very properly call fo) and your infe- 
Fences, 

* You ſay, you know not the meaning of that outward 
© viſible Kingdomof Chriſt ; no Footſteps of ir in the vo- 
© ume of that great Book which conſerves the Records of 
© Heaven, nor any credit or. countenance given it there. 
© That you cannot own that diſtinction about an inward, 
© and an outward Kingdom to be a Divine birth, or oft- 


B 2 vited, 


* ſpring, butrather look on it, as Spurious, 1iligitimate, de: 
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* viſed, and imaginary, and that which can never hold 
* weight in the ballance of trach, and conſequently thar 
© which the Iſrael of God muſt needs be a meer ftranger 
*ro, &'c. | 

If words will do the buſineſs 1 I am ſure to have the 
worlt of it, But (S:r,) had not cheſe words better have 
been ſpared rill the Battel had beeri done, and you. had 
ſeen whar might have been (aid for thisourward and vili- 
ble Kingdom of Chriſt, if you have yet {een nothing for 
it : though you have been a diligent peruler of the Scrip- 
tures, and though this rruth lies fair there to be ſeen, yer 
may not your Eyes be held, as the Diſciy):s were that 
walked with Chtiſt to Emaus, yet knew him not> Doth 
not our Saviour ſay, 1 thark thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, that haſt hid theſe things from the Wiſe and Prue 
dent, and haft revealed ikem unto Babes, and'when you ſhall 
come to. be one of theſe Babes, you may ſee this truth, 
whichT hope and pray for, Weread when God appear- 
ed unto Sal in the Cariere of his Perſecution, and ſent 
Azaiitas to reſtore his Sight, There fell from his Eyes as it 
had beenScaler, ſuch Scales are the Prejudices you have 
conceived againſt this future outwardly and viſibly glori- 
ous ſtace of Chrifts Kingdom on Earth, which makes you 
charge the Doctrine of it with a tendency, © To ftiy up Strife, 
© a;:d Contention, and Bload, and War, and Confuſion tn the 
* World, Be ſure (like the Lawyers) to put in Words e- 
"z0u2h into your Declaration , nouriſhing Rents, and 
©Schiſmes, and Factions, and Diviſions among the Peo- 
* ple, whulſt every particular Se& or Party that can but 
*get 4 lictle ſmattering knowledg of "Chriſt, and of his 
© Kingdom, will be ready to fay, they above all the reſt 
* are the holy People, ſtand farther off, I am holyer then 
©rhou, the Sainrs that muſt rule the Earth, which muſt by 
*no meanes be, fo long as the Earth rules chem, as it coo 
| frequent- 
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* frequently falls out among a company of conceited- high 
© flown pretenders, @c. 1 abridg what-I can, really 
(S:r,) one would think you were very Orthodox, and had 
not ſuffered by the T7zrs in that ds) of their Pride, nor e- 
ver been ranked among the SeFarzer, that you have no ſof- 
ter words for jour ewn Party, I doubt all this will not. waſh 
you white with the times, | | 
Nordoth it make your oppoſites ever a whit the blacker, - 
Weread in the Ewvargeiiſis, chat when our Saviour 
ſuffered, there were two Theewes. Crucified with him, the 
one 0n his Right Hand, and che other on his Left, and the 
one of them railed on him, ſaying, if chou be Chriſt, ſave 
thy ſelf and us, bur the other rebuked him, ſaying, Doſt 
nat thou fear God, ſeeing thou art in the ſame Condemnation x 
no doubt but this good Thief juſtified our Saviour in his 
Conſcience, elſe he would never have applyed himſelf ro 
him as he did (Lord remember me, when thou comeſt into thy 
Kingdom,) but. he ſpeaks of Chriſts Condemnation as the 
Judgment of mans days, Hence we may obſerve two things, 
1. That for men in the ſame Condemaation to fali foul on 
their Fellow ſufferers, is zo Praiſe to them, 2, Chriſt can- 
notbe in worſe circumſtances atany time, then he was at 
that time, when he was nailed to the Crots,: yet then chus 
good Thief gives him the honour of a Kingdom, 7:15 zot the 
Croſs nor the company that makes Chriſt ever theleſj a King, 
or his K ingdom the leſs conſpicuous 19 ;hemthat have the ſame TE 
Eje S alve.chat this good Thief had, - 6 '#' 
This Sz, comes up to you, you find a company of Con- ou 
cited high flown Pretenders, ({uch there are, no doubt ma- 
ny, buticis the Councel' of a &r1ead, be well adviſed 
whom you juag (o ) that fay, they, above a!l the reſt, are the 
holy People, ſtand farther off, 1 am holjer then thou, &c, 
Theſe take up the Kingdom of Chriſt into their mourhs, 
isthe cauſe the worſe for them > At this rate, what truth 
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of ctheGoſpel, but may berendred odious and diſguſtful, if 
we will charge themiſcarriage ofthe Profeſſors of ir, upon 
their Teſtimony, Was the Goſpel the worle becauſe ſome 
Preach'd Chriſt out of Ezzy? Had David a bad cauſe be. 
cauſe men in Debt and Diſcontented were among his Fol. 
lowers > Neither Chriſt nor'his Kingdom teaches men to 
be conceited, or high flowens but the contrary, Muchleſ; 
doth'this Doctrine tend to ſtir up ſitife, and contention, 
and Blood, and War, or nouriſh Rents, Schifmes, FaQi- 
ons, and Diviſions among the People, as you charge ir, 
bur we have only your 7pſe dzxi forir, Thele ill berties 
may grow upon thoſe that have Chriſts Kingdom # their 
mouths, butnitin thoſe thathave it in their Hearts, Bur 
to wipe off this dirt, we (hall have more occaſion in ano- 
ther place of your diſcourſe. I ſhallcloſe what I have to 
fay to this charge, with-this word, Chriſts Kingdom is gi- 
wei himby the Facher, but he comes to it by and through 

his own, and his Followers Safferings, but when he ſhall 
COME IN HIS KINGDOM ,, then let his ene- 
mies look to it, for thenthe time is come, that they. muſt [uf- 
fer, Luk. 19. 17. There is no avoiding of ir. 

Your ſecond Poſition is © That the- Kingdom of Gu/, 
© and ofhis Chriſt, 'is no Terrene earthly Kingdom, nei- 
© ther hath it any thing at all init, of any worldly concern- 
© ment, but is wholly and alrogether Spiritual and Hea- 
*venly, | 

No Terrene Earthly Kingdom, but altogether Spiritual 
and Heavenly, The Poſition begins and ends well, and is 
readily aſſented to, but whereas you ſay [ it hath nothing in 
it of any Worldly Concerament | I muſt to that (according to 
your own expreſſion) puta $ſe He ſhould have hop- 
ed,that you did not intend that this Kingdom is zo: conver- 
ſant about worldly concernments,to Govern,Order,and Regu- 
late them, but for twoor three-paflages I meet with aw 
ame 
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ſame and next Page where you ſay, © That this Kingdom 
© was never ordained or appointed, Dzgito monſtrari & 
C dicier hic eft, to be lookedar with. a carnal Eye, and 
pointed at ; and that neither the VVorld it ſelf, nor any 
© of its concerns can have any abode or being in this King- 
© dom ; and that it hath no relation to the things of the 
*YVorld that are momentary and Fading, Which paſſages 
I know not how far they may be ſtretched to the deny- 
ing the viſibilicy of this Kingdom, and all converſancy 
of it, about viſible and worldly things, though. in never fo 
holy a way, and upon never 1o noble and divine an ac- 
count, | 
But let us firſt weigh and conſider your proof, Jeh. 
18. 36. 245 Kingdom is not of this World, This is that 
Text you ground upon for the excluſion of all worldly 
Concernments, out of this Kingdom, let us therefore firlt 
open the import of this ſaying, and there are four reſpets 
in which we ſhallagree, that Chriſts Kingdom is not of 
this V Vorld, 
I, It riſes not out of this World, it is not of a VWoridly Exe 
tration, or Original. This is clear in D aziel, It is ſetup 6) Pate 2+ 44- 
the Grad of Heaven, not by any agreement of Men, as the 
Procatartuck cauſe, It Deſcends from God out of Heaven, Rev: 21-10, 
2. It is not maintained by the Power or force of the men 
of this World, this our Saviour expreſly reflets on, My 
Kingdom 15 not of this World, for then would iy Servaints 
Fight, VVorldly weapons and fighting neither fou2ds nor. 
arſerves this Empire, Not 6y might, nor Ly Power, but by my zech."g. 6. 
S»;rit, Saich the Lord : not by Bow, nor by Sword, nor 
by Battel, nor by Horſes. nor by Horſe-men will I fave 
them, Hoſ. 1.7, Though God may uſe all theſe, yer the 
work is not done by thele Principally. 
3. Forits Nature and Spirit, itis not of this VVorld, 
The Spirit, the glory of it is as its Roo! and Extraftion, 
Diwvize 


Joh. 18, 36, 
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Dijvine and Heavenly, Therefore called the H eavenly Jery: 
' ſalem; having alſo a Divine [xzage and appearance, hay- 
ing the Glory of God, Rev, 21. which is that you meaq, 
| =: Jo you ſay icbath no affnity with the men of this World, 

" "hp Ic doth not fland or conſiſt in Worldly Priviledge, or 
advantages, fuch as are amplitude of dominion, afiury:e 
and azundance of all things ou:wara, So far you g9, 59 which 
I willadda fifth, that it conſiſts nor in the exercile of 2 
Worldly Religion, which is thar, I rake that Scripture (yoy 
quore) principally to intend, the Kingdom of God is not 
Meat and Drink, The firit Tabernacle the. Apoſtle ſairh 
ſtood only in'2eats and Drirks, and divers waſhings, aud 
carnal ordinances impoſed, till the times of Reformation ; 
the Kingdom of Chriſt is fo far from ſtanding in thele, 
that it ſtands not _in.the forbearing of them, neither in cir- 
cumciſioh, nor uncircumciſion, bur inthe true 1ibeyty and 
glory of the $piret, in righteouſne(s, peace, and joy in the 

oly Ghoſt, that Tr53ty of all divine excellency as you call 
it, diſtriburing it amy" co the three glorious Perſons 
in the divine E{-ce, which I qonrrel not at all, beliey- 
ing it to be, as you ſay, 1mnocently Jc/gned as to the main, 
only reſerving my ſelf not to be coxcluded by every patlape 
in the 221nagzng of it, thus far we agree in excluding this 
world. But all this excludes not this K :240m: from a con- 
verſancy abour the things of this V Vorld. For, r.Thouck ir 
benot & 3 #4Cu7 riro of this World yer iris & mr niows r:7% 
in this 014, though ic grow nor, it ariſes not one of his 
World, yer th: fioze that grows tva Aountain grows 1n thi 
World,and the new Feruſalez: comes down from Goo out of 
Heaven 70 this World, And as Chrijito porformhis Prie{t!) 
office (by ſacrifice) came into this World ; vb when GJ 
brings again his firſt begotten to adminiſter his C:z2!y Of. 
fice, it is izto this world that he brings him, Therefore his 
Kingdom being not of this world, doth not deuy it to 2 
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ſer up, ſhewed and mannaged in this world, 

2, Though Chriſts Kingdom be not of this world, yer 
The Kingdoms of this world, are to be the Kingdoms of vur 
Lord and his Chriſt, and this with an expreſs Not:tion 
of the time, at the ſounding of the 7:5 Traripe; R->11, 

3. Though this Kingdom is no terrene earthly King- 
dom, yet there ts an Barth tn thu K 1240, 45 well as a 
Heaven, a New Heaven and Earth, and they char thall 
reign in this Kingdom, as all the redeemed ones hall do, 
are ſaid to reign, Revel. 5,10. 47s yis, on the Barth, 
Therefore alſo this Kingdom hath the name of a world, 
(the world to come) by which we have been taught rounder- 
ſtand Heaven, but that place, Hes, 2.5. compared vrith 
c.1.6. Will over-rule ſuch a fenle, chat it muſt eeds be of 
this world, made new, which is yet ſaid to be to come, in 
reſpec nor of the matter, but the forx: of it, and may help 
us, to-underſtand many other Texts, as particularly, that 
where the {in againſt the Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to have no 
forgiveneſs, neither 7» this world, where a great deal of 
grace is manifeſted, (through Chriſts Death) nor 7» the 
world to come, when more abundantly ic ſhall be manifeſtec! 
at Chriſts ſecond coming. 

4. Though the Kingdom of Chriſt doth not ſtand, nor 


conſiſt in outward priviledges and advantages, yet it co- 


fits with them, and they ſhall be a1ded uzto it, and ſhall 
ſerve, and mizifter init + Firſt, Ifay it confiſts with them, 
This you will not deny , elfe we muſt not look for the 
Kingdom of God, while we are here 1a the body in the 
uſe of the'e things, and then how thall che Kingdom of 
God be of all times, as your fifth Poſition affirms, bur I 
mean not only the preſent low Eſtate of this Kingdom, 
but the moſt glorious ſtare of it, in the earth, coz/1jis n't! 
eating and richie, and builtin ard plantint, and propalde 
ton, 2nd the affluence and abundance of 2!l things,” An 
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for this, I ſhall give you but two proofs out of the old 
Teſtament, the one is of E75, a iype of the life thar 
the Saints (nall live in this Kin "om, ot vaom itis faid, 
G-1.5.22, {hat ve nalkes wiih (4 fer he begat Methy- 
ſclah 320 years, and begat 95.3 and Dangvtcrs, The (e- 
coud is of the 70 Elders of 1ſra-1, that went vp with isſes 
into the Mount, FxoJ,24 9g. Tr fav th Grd of Tj 12, 
4nd did eat aud drizh, Monnt $1441, and that appeara.uce 
you know was a Figurztive ana ſhadowy Glory of Mont 
Sn, for the Mijeſty of it, and for tie fa-!r1r''y inc 
which Chriſt will entertain a!! his, £3 tnere Le encertain'd 
the Nobles of Iſrael, chough 0; 5 the terror of it, 

Secondly, as outwardp privi -dges and advantages 
may conſiſt with, fo they all ihall be adged, and anuexed 
to this Kingdom, and ſhall ſerve ana Mimniter in ict, 1tis 
is ſo exprels, that ii is aſſerted by our Saviour, in 10t2dem 
werbis, in two of the Evatigetifts, 02 4:.5.33, Luk.12.31, 
Seek firſt the Kingdom of God, wad his Righteouſneſs, and 
all theſe things ſhall be a4et! unto you, And in how full a 
ream the Prophets of the old Teſtament are found to 
concur and joyn, I need nor acquaint you Sir, nor ſuch as 
you are, diligent peruſers of the Scriptures, 

And ii thoie places in the Evangeiitts do only promiſe, 
and iecure to us hmgs that we need, (as to ſome by the 
words foregoing, 7.32. They may ſeem to be reſtrained) 
yet the Prophets {peak of a fr-er diſper ſation in the end, the 
Places are t00 many and frequent to need quoting, 

And if any ſhall ſay thote things are to he uaderitood 
ſpiri' rally, Tay ſpirituality is the wern form and Eflonce 
of this Kingdom, bur that which is added to this, muſt be 
ſomerh199g elſe, otherwiſe why is it iaid to be added. 

And if the Scripture hath no where reſtrained tlie ſenſe 
and meaning of theie expreſſions to a meer ſpiritual na- 
ture and import, by what authority may we preſume t9 

be 


Q* 


| 


(19) 
be ſo Magiſterial as to impole ſuch a ſenſe and inter- 
pretation upon them, againſt, not the fence and interpre- 
tation only of others, aad perhaps men as ſpiritual as our 
ſelves, but againſt the expreſs votre of the Yeruptu 5, as 50 
inſtance in iome places, Pſal. 67, where tins glorious 
ſtare of Chriſts Kingdc.n on Earth is Propheccally cele- 
brated when lus way ſhall be known «pln Barth, (no: in 
Heaven only) and his faving he UL! among ai Nations, 
(not the Jems only as then) or in Chriſtendom as now) 
when all rhe people ſhall praiſe hini, then ir is ſaid, :he earth 
ſhall yield ber ticreaſe, and all the ends of the earth [hail fear 
him, Now will 1t not be a violent ſopprejion, and muz- 
ling the Scripture to underſtand this of the t-arth, yield- 
ing her Increaſe meerly {piritually and myſticill:! ſo, Eſa, 
65.16, He that bleſſeth himſelf in the earih, [hall bleſs him- 
ſelf in the God of truth : Shall we take this Earth of Spiri- 


tual things, or racher is it not to declare tous the ſp-7itual 


aſe and enjoyment that we ſhall have of Earthly bleſſings 
in that day, which denies not, nor takes away the Uſe of 
them, bur re&ifies it according to a third Scripture, Eſa. 
62.8.9. The Lord hath Sworn by his right hand, and by 
the Arm of his Strength, Surely I will yo ore give thy 
Corn to be meat for thine Enemies, and the Sous of the trangers 
ſhall not drink thy Wine for which thou haſt Iabourea, but they 
that have gathered it, ſhall eat it, andpraiſe the Lord, and they 
that have brought it together, ſhall dri;.k it iz the Courts of my 
Holhncſt, as {reel was required to bring their ſpecial of- 
terings, (55 in ev of the whole) and to eat and drink, 
and rejoyce before the Lord under the Law, So Zach. g. 
laſt, How great is his goodneis, and how great is his 
Beauty, Cor ſhall make 5: 39%; M ce chrarful. anu new 
Wine the Maids, and Ma''3.10, Fiing ye ali the Tiths: 
unto the Store-houie, tat there may be mear in my houle, 
and prove me new harewith, ith the Lord of Hoſts, it 
| will not opez 104 ihe widows © Heatren, aud pour out a tieſe 
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ſing,that there ſhall not be room enough to recerve it, And I will 
rebuke the Devourer for your ſake, and he ſhall nor de. 
ſtroy the Fruits of your ground, neither ſhall jour Vine caſt 
her Frui: in the Field, &c. and if you ſay theſeare anti- 
quated promiſes to the Jews, Tanſwer they hold to the 
worlds end; and the laſt times of Chriſts Kingdom, as 
they ſhall excell thoſe paſt times in ſperitual glory, ſo they 
ſhall not come ſhort of them, in thoſe outward promites, 
V\e live upon the terms of the New Covenant, as delivet« 
ed b; the Prophets to the Jews, and that very New Cove- 
nant, Fer.:31. is yet to give down its milk more freely 
thenever it hath done; and ſee what is ſaid of [ſras/ when 
they return {andir ſhall be niade good to the whole [ſrae] 
of God, Gentiles as well as Jews) They ſhall Sing in the 
heights of $0, and flow together to the gooaneſs of the Lord, 
for Wheat, and for Wine, and for Ole, and for the young of 
the flock, and of the herd, Fer, 31. 12, Now, how great 
confidence is required in that man that ſhall reſtrain theſe 
Scriptures to a ſpiritual meaning only, I muſt confeſs it 
mult be much greater then is with me, Beſides many 
others that might be alleadged from Eſa, 65. as promiſes 
of long life, of planting Vineyards, and building houſes, and 
10ng enjoying the works of their hands; yea, Eſa, 3o. 
23. 24, not only ro 1ſ-ael is promiſed, their bread ſhall 
be fat and plenteous, but that in that day, Therr Cattel 
ſhall feed in large Paſtures, the Oxen likewiſe, and the young 
Aſſes that ear the ground, ſhall eat clean Provender ninuowed 
with the ſhowel, and with the fan, and the enniity of the 
Bruit creatures ſhall ceaſe, I dare not for a world fay 
theſe things are:meerly myſtical and allegorical. Sir, [ 
heartily cloſe with you, that the ſpirit of the Kingdom 
ſtands not in any, nor in all theſe put together, bur in 
righteouſneſs, peace, andjoy in the Holy Ghoſt, bur that 
all outward bleſſings are as the body, the 1mage, the _— 
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of this beautiful inward form and life, is what I verily 
hope and believe, It the particulars, as already alleaged, 
appear not of that force, give me fo much patience, while 
I recolle&t chem, and give you a brief Syzop/is of them to» 
gether, adding ſome other particulars to them, whereby 
it may appeat that fo far is the Kingdom of Chriſt from 


not having in it any thing at all of worldly concernument,, 


that the whole Creation, the V\ orld, All the Kingdoms 


of the world will be found co be the concern of ir, till all. 


be brought ar la{t to lye in the Aries, Boſom, and Em- 
braces of it, as the whele World hath lain in the wicked 
one, AS it is govern'd, influenced, and mannaged by him, 
Therefore is this Kingdom of Chriſt detervedly called, 
1, A New Creatio7, not only Myltically and Radically, 
or Seminally, as in the preſent ſtate of Faich, and Suf- 
fering, but mantfeſily and explicitely, as grown up, or riſen 


into its own body and proper appearance, Rev, 21.1.5, 


where we have the entizenels of chis Creation exprefly re- 
cognized by the two conltitutive parts of itz, a zew Hea- 
wen, and a new Earth, can any thing be fuller, And theſe 
words are true and faithful, 
2, This new Creation is a World, and is fo called, 
Heb.2.5. The world to come, 
3. This world is a Kingdom, Daiie! 7, 27, And the 
K ingdaom aud Dominion, and the greatneſs of the King45m 
under the whole Heaven ſhall be given to the people of the 
Saints of the moſt High; This promiſe comes in upon the 
diffolucion of the fourth and laſt Monarchy, both Ext and 
Wejt, The litcle Horn that riſeth after the Ten, being che 
Turk, and therefore did not tie very expreſs terms and 
circumſtances in the Text, decide it, the Time, the Place, 
the order of Succeſſion would carry it to be a w1/Sible ard 
powerful Kingdom, to be ex rcifed here on Earth, The. 
very notion of a Kingdom imports a c>!!e&tion , a paro-. 
plrz 
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pla of all delights, but when it is ſaid [the Kingdom] 
2aretowv, yea, the grea:ne(s of the Kingdom under the ;: hol: 

eaven, it imports an VUn:rerſal Monarchy, or the Monar- 
chy of the Univerſe, whereof the four precedent Monar- 
chies were but improperly ſo cailed by a Synecdoche, and 
this Univerſal Monarchy to be oi atſolute, moſt full, 
moſt perfect for all felicity and abundance, otherwiſe it 
could not invite and unite all the Earth, as it ſhall do, for 
the Kings ſhall bring their glory into it, it ſhall be {et i; 
the top of the Mountains, many Nations ſhall ſay, come, . 
ler us go up to the Mountain of che Lord, and they ſhall 
find themſelves at reſt here, and therefore is the reign of 
the Lord Jeſus celebrated with ſuch joy, by the Spirit of 
Propheſy, Pſal. 96. The heawers and the earth, and the 
Sea, and the Felas, and the Trees of the Wood are called 
upon to rejozce and ſing, and fo in the next, Pfal, 99, The 
Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoyce, let the multitude of 
the Ifles be glad thereof, fo that as there ſhall be Righte- 
oulneſs, Peace, and Joy, Heavenly and Divine Within, 
which is the whole ſ«b//ratum of your model of Chriſts 
Kingdom; ſo over, above,and belides this, ſhall righrevuſ- 
refs likewiſe dwe!l in this new earth, and ſhall fill all che 
adminiſtrations of this new World, and the Kingdoms 
thereof, and Peace as the work of rhis righteoutnels,and 
Joj, as the fruit of all, theſe ere the Myſtical / »wers and 
fruits, that ſha! adorn rhis z:w ſtate of things, when the 
Winter of the Militant and ſuttering ſtate is over and 
gone, 

4. This Kingdom coateins in it and under it, A! he 
K ingdoms of this FVorld, Rev. 11.15. PoFhly aa' al at 
firſt, but only the Kingdoms of the four ;h A442ar cy, hoth 
Eaſt and Weſt, but in the proce!; of it, it ſhall rear. and 
gather in all the ref; for the Nation and Kingdoin that 1.3 
not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh, Eſa. 60, 12, Yet, thoie Nz- 
LIONS 
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tions ſhall be utterly waſted, the whole Chapter is of it ; 


and in the laſt Chapter of that Propheſy, we are made ac- 
quainted with one means, how this thall be brought a- 


bout, v-7/. 19, Where the Lord ſaith, I will ſet a * Sign * And what 


am 1. chem, and I will ſend thoſe char eſcape of them 


have not heard my Fame, neicher have feen my Glory, 
and chey (hall declare my glory among the Gentiles, He 
had 11d before, werſ,15. Behold the Lord will come with 
fire, and with his Chariots like a whirlwind, co render his 
anger wath fury, and his re-uke wich flames of fire, for by 
fire, and by his Sword will the Lord plead with all fleſh, 
and the ſlain of che Lord ſhall be many, Then they that 
eſcape of theſe judgments ſhall be ſent to the Nations who 
ſhall be armec and inſtructed not only with the Golpel or 
tydings of Ch7:ts j:-/t appearance, but with the tydings of 
his ſecona <ppearance, and inall declare unto them whar 
Chriſt hach done to the fourth Mozarchy, utterly conſu- 
mi:2 ic, 2nd making it, as the chaff of the Summer threth- 
ing floor. to be carried away with the wind for ever (tor 
there will the judgment begin) and this Embaſſy will pre- 
vail with many, and thoſe that ſtand out mult expect the 
like ſeverity, and to be broken in pieces wich the Ro of 
Tron, as a Potters Veſlel is broken to Shivers, This is no 
mjjlical baſizeſs, no more then the deſtruction of F--»ſ.- 
lem was of old by Titus and Veſpatian, nor then the deftru- 
tion of H-a:heniſm was under the Sixth Seal 2 Now, it 
Chriſts Kingdom ſhall do all this, and yet zot coccera tt 
ſelf with the norla, T much marvel. 

5. But this will be yet moreclear, if we conſider inthe 
next Place, thac this time of Chriſt's coming is calied the - 
times of reſreſhing, and Rejiztution of al 35:ng5, and if all 
things ſhall be reſtored then as the Ap2iile urgues on = 

like 


- tans © 2 between 2 
unto the Nations to Tarſb;b, Pul, and Lua, that draiy Signo, & 


the E2w to Teal and Fawan, and to the Iles afa; off, char Preito mon- 
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| like univerſal Term, There 1s nothing excepted, there is 


a diflolution is fiſt co pals,and that is upon an all roo (ſee- 

ing all theſe thigs ſhall be arfſolvea, faith the Apoſtle Pr. 
ter, ) but the work of Chriſt reſts not there, for zeve- 
thelefs we according to his promiſe look for a new Heaven, ay} 
a ner Earth, the reſtitution ſhall beas larg, a reſtitution of 
all things, where, by the way we may learn thatthe nc 
Heavens and Earth, are the ſame Heaven and Earth ney 
caſt, as Imay ſay, to which the word diflolution doth 
point, as Place that is meited down, and caſt in a ey 
Mould, and takes a new form, and therefore ir is called 
a reſtitution to its Pr7#tize beauty, integrity, and irinoccn- 
cy, though I conceive the pattern to which it ſhall be re- 
ſtored, is the pattern iz # higher mount than Paradice, e- 
ven that mount where corroption never entred, nor can 
enter, for it is ſaid, as is the Earthly, ſuch are chey that 
are Earthly, and as is th: Heaven), ſuch are they alſo that 
are Heavenly, and as we have born the Image of the 
Earthly, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the Heaven, 
I Cor. 15.48.49. Whichis a glory far ſuperior to the 
glory of the terreſtrial Adam, and that ſtate of things 
which was table and corruptivle at the beſt, and there- 
fore if this renovation were but the reſtoring all things to 
that ſtate, it could not properly be faid , That it were 
zew, for Solomo; ſrith nothing is new, that hath been of 
time before, Now when and how this great change 
ſhall be, the Apoſtle tells us, ver.5 3. when this corrup- 
tible ſhall put on z2corrvp:con, and this mortal ſhall pur 01 
zmmarialty, 

6. That which vert farther ſtrengthens this is, The 
Redemption of our 153:'y, which the Apoſtle ſaith, the ws; 
ſviritual Believers, even notwichſtanding their being pei- 
{eſt of the /ir/t fruus of the $pirit, yer even they 9104177 
within chemfelves, do wait for Rem. $, 22, and this the 


Apoltle 
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Apoſtle calls the Adoption, Adoption is of Strangers, where- 
by the Apoſtle intimates, thar till the body be redeemed, 
weare as Strangers, Orin aStrarge form and appearance, 
not like the Sons of God, as Joby faith, 17-5. 3. 1. 2, 
Therefore we ſee Chriſt at his appearing, and his Kins- 


- dom will concern himſclf about our Bodies, to change 


chem, and make them like his own glorious Body, even as 
himſelf hath ſhewed us, the pattern in himſelf, in the 
transfiguration, when his Face jhone as the Swi, and his 
Garments were White as the Light , whiter then any 
Fuller, or Earth could make them. If the Kingdom of 
Chriſt be wholly $piritualand Inviſible, and concern not 
it ſelf about the Body, nor any of our Viſible and ſenſible 
concerns, how comes it that our Saviour giving an in- 
ſtance and repreſentation of his Kingdom and ſecond 
coming, pitches ſo improperly on a viſible Glory, and an 
Audible Voice. And yet after all this, the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, though revealed on Earth , and takeing all the 
things of the Earth into its Charge, andunder its conduct 
and management, yetis no tertene Earthly Kingdom, but 
wholly and altogether Spiritual and Heavenly, and ai! 
things in this Kingdom are of God, 2 Cor, 5,18, Even our 
body which we have of him in che preſent ſtate, 1 Cor, 
6. 19, which ſhall then be a ſpiritual body ſtanding in the 
Spirit, as in its principle growing our of the Spirir; thar 
quickening Spirit, the Lord from Heaven, as its root, fed 
and nowithed by the Spirit of the Heavenly, ſpringing 
forth in the Image of the deavenly , and bearing the 
Feaven!y fruit of the Spirit uato God ; and this food, this 
Life, this Imag”, this G ..ry they converſe, and are ente:r- 
tained with in all cheig Francniies, Priviledges, and en- 
joyments in the Earth, as has be-n obſerved before upon 
that Text, Ejſz,65. 16. And 3 hope by this time T need 
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is an Univerſal Monarchy, as the Lightening that paſſes 
from Eajito Weſt inſtantly) nor of advocateing for a fleſh- 
ly Mahumeran paradice, for this is the moſt holy, and the 
People are the Saintsof the moſt high, 

Ii} ouid now come to your pofſttive account of this King. 
dom, againſt which, for the main, I have no controverty, 
th: fingdom of God undoubtedly is well and rightly ſtat. 
ed bythe Apoſtle, in righteouin*'S, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. You and I may ditter in our notions and ex. 
preſſions about ſome things relateing to theſe, which be- 
ing excentriche to the poin: berween us, I ſhall nor be di. 
vertedby them from our main bulineſs, only 52d my ſelf 

| (rather the cauſe I am engaged in) concerned in a more 

Y OUP thenimplyed jealouſie, in drawing forth this inward form 
and life of the Kingdom, againſt the outward appearance 
of it; as it it were an enemy to it, which jealouſie 'mani- 
feſtly involves thisinward Kingdom in an enmity againſt 
the outward : and then Tam ſure they are neither of 
them the Kingdom of Chriſt, but an enemy dreſt upin 
the Cloaths of the one, or of the other. Ir is for Satans 
Kingdom to be devided, and chat not till its fall be near, 
bur the Kingdom of Chriſt is one, and that which doth 
{#61 conſtare, both within and without righteouſneſs, peace, 
and joy ; ler us conſult the place, Roz, 14. 17. For the 
Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, but Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, We need 
look no higher, nor read no farther, the ſence is abſolute 
and entire, though the whole Chapter isof the ſubje&, 
theſe are not oppoſed to the glorions viſible ſtate. of 
Chriſts Kingdom on Earth, in the end of the World, but 
to the then antiquated and abrogated uſurpation of Meats 
and Drinks prohibited by the Law, which were by. ſome 
{er up for the Kingdomof God, 

It 
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If ever we ſaw Satan transforming himſelf into an An. 
gel of Light, it is here, in raiſing a moſt unnaru:l civil 
Warr in the very bowels of Chriſts Kingdom, yea, the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, brought in to deſtroy their on 
Kingdom, for ſo you call this Trinity of all divine Ex- 
cellencies, 

It. is not you ($77) but the Enemy hath done chis whac 
hath deceived you, it is paſt his skill or power uo draw u- 
ny one of theſe into the ficld ro appear againſt this Camute, 
for the Kingdom we contend for is not without theſe, nor 
all other divine excellencies, as I (hall ſhew you parcicular- 
ly. 1. Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet, 3. 13. Nevertheleis we 
according to his promiſe look for a new Heaven, and a 
new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteopſneſs, 2, Peace, 
Eſa. 9.7. Of the encreaſe of his Government, and of 
peace there ſhall be no end, 3. Joy, Eſa. 35.10. And 
the Ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return and come to $07 
with Songs, andeverlaſting Joy ſhall be upon their Heads, 


_ they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and Sorrow, and Sigh- 


ing ſhall flee away, fo thar they are, but the names, the 
notions of theſe things, that are banded againſt the Life, 
the Vertue, the efficacy of chem, and that with this de- 
ſign, (I ſay not by you &'r, I hope vetter things of you, as 
the Apoſtle faith, bur by the Enemy) to keepin the King- 
dom of God from making its appearance in the World, 
ro hold itin a ſuffering ſtate under an unrighteous oppreſ- 
five World, asif there were no paſſing from under theſe 
glorious ſufferings, but we muſt tall into theſhameful plea- 
{ures of Sin, a moſt unſufferaiie ſcandal of this pure and 
boly Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus. I thall cloſe with this, if 
you carry Righteouſneſs, Peace,and Joy inthe holy Ghoſt 
indeed in your banners, we will open our files to them, 
and they will 1 am ſure marchup with us intothis King- 
dom of God, unto that glorious and open manifeſtation of 

E 2 chem- 
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chemſelves there, 4nd then let them look to it that tay be- 
hind, and thus I part with your ſecond. Poſition, your 
third runs tis, 

3. Poſic. The Kingdomof God ani of his Chriſt is afr:e 
fate, a Krnodom of much Light aya Liverty, jea, of abſvlut: 
Pe: fefiton and Glory, 

Of much light and liberty ; and why is not this abſolute 
as wellas the Perfection and Glory > The one is to 25 
much a> rhe other, bur I ſuppoſe you intend that all this 
lichr and liberty is only within, Spiritual and Inviſible, for 
how Elſe are we delivered (in the preſent ſtate) from the 
Worli,from Death, and the Grave, toinſtance inno more, 
if this be all our liberty, this is too ſhort an account of ti:e 
Kingdom of Chriſt, for this is a liberty which che King- 
dom of men, wth allow us, you may be as holy as you 
will, andas freein your Conſcience as you will, fo that 
you keep them to your ſelves, this liberty aman may 'en- 
joy in Turk), Again, this liberty makes no proviſion for the 
Creatures, which have a promiſe of liberty, nay this li- 
berty, ſo far is it from that, thar it provides nor for all 
men, but-only for Saints, whereas the Kingdom of Chriſt 
will work out a glorious liberty, for the whole creation in 
their order, after the runifeſtacion of the Sons of God, 
{© that you did prudently avoid the term abſolute in this 
liberty; men in abſolute liberty donot groan, as the whole 
Creation doth unto this day. Yea, we that have the firſt 
fruits of the Spirit, faich the Apoſtle, even we our ſelves 
eroan within our ſelves, waiting for the adoption, viz, 
the redemption of our body. 

Sir, I truſt weare not, and ſhall not be found without 
our mouths filled with pratſes' for this inward Kingdom of 
God, in the Spirit, in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in 
the holy Ghoſt, nor for this glorious freedom and liberty 
in the inward man, but yet we groan, andare allowed to 

rc 
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to do, and it is our auty, and tie Spirit himſelf afſits vs 
in this groaning, and affits us with his ſighs and groanes, 
which are deeper then ours, for the glorious completion 
of this Kingdom, and the manifeſtation of it : In reſpect 
whereof, and in compariton with which, our preſent itare 
is but a priſon, and ona in rwworefpects, th2 one reſpecting 
the inward, the other the outward liberty, 

Firſt in reipe& of the inward, this Spiritual inward !i- 
berty of which you treat, chough in relpe& of the ground 
and obje& of ir, wiiich is Chriſt, and the work of our 
Redemption wrought by his Death) be full and perfect in 
cs ſelf, ver in reſpect 0: its Application, ir is neither fully 
oven forth, nor but weakly apprehended by us, Th 
tines of the ſull givins ſort, being reſerved till Chriſts 
ſecond appearance, when the light of the \1ooz ſhall be 
2s the light of the Sw, and che light of the Sun ſhall be 
ſrven feld, as the light of ſeven days, Tz, In the day 
that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people, and 
healeth che ſtroalk of their wound, Eſ., 30. 26. At pre- 
ſent though the Osje# be uncovered (in compariſon with 
the times of the Law) yet our /zg4t is weak, and therefore 
our weak eyes need a Glaſs, as the Apoſtle ſaith. 

2, In reſped of the outward. The viſion of our peace 
is as a book that is Sealed, The times of hw world are 
the Seales upon ir, fix of them were open'd long ſince, the 
ſeventh (containing all theTrumpets and Phyalls under ic) 
is opened ſo far, that there remains but the /aff Trumper 
and Phyal, (which ſticks but by a Little Wax) and then 
the times of this world are ended, and the book flies open, 
and then chat is written within hall be pertectly mani- 
eſted, | 

Now Sir, let me beſpeak you in your own words, p.,zo; 
" Look not awry upon theſe things, neicher manifeſt any 
* manner of diflike or neglect, or careleſnels, (Gals like) 
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c« bout them. And take nor the preſext in per for 
the whole, Look into the ancient Types of this Redemy. 
tion we wait for, they were not meerly ;zward and fpiri. 
cual, but outward alſo, The deliverance of 1ſrael our of 
Egypt, the bringing back of che Bab:loniſp captivity. The 
bringing up of the Chreſiza, Church from under the He. 
thenth perſecution, Theſe were bur in parc, and ſhall this 
glorious Kingdom we expect fall ſhort of theſe, God for: 
bid : That meaſure of outward Liberty we enjoy at thi 
day, is by the Prerogative diſpenſation of this Kingdorm 
our Lord Jeſus which hath ſer foot in theſeNations*and will 
not let go its hold, till ic hath wrought our a full liberty 
and deliverance for us. 

I come now to the other part of your third Poſition; 
that this Kingdom of Chriſt is of abſolute perfeRion and 
glory, which I readily aflent to, and the perfection and 
glory of it tobe greater than what you inſtance or deſcribe, 
but not 44uzl in the preſent ſtate, but only in hope, and 
enjoyed at preſent only by Faith, _ 

I ſay, firſt the perfe&ion and glory of this Kingdom df 
Chriſt is greater than what you reſt in, for the perfection 
and glory you deſcribe, reſts in God, and in the Perſ-zf 
the Lord Jeſus, and we are intereſſed in it only by ft 
for this is all the evidence you bring, or indeed can b:in 
for the abſolureneſs of this perfetion and glory, our im- 
perfetions manifold teſtifying againſt us, that we are not 
actually or manifeſtly perfect rhroughout in our whole ſpirit, 
Soul and Body, nor in either part of them, and therefor 
by the convincing evidence of this imperfection, you art 
driven to fly to your Metaphyicks of unum & boaum, & 
© verum vel perfeFum, p.44. and to grant that we in 5s 
© ſelves, and of oar ſelves,are ſtill che ſame, only look whit 
**we are to God, that weare in Him, and zot ts our fel, 
© P. 42, and very ſtudiouſly and induſtriouſly you purge 
you 
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your {elf of placing this perfeQtion zz the fleſh, or in the 
{etter, but that it hath its being and foundation wholly 
and altogether, in the life and power, and ſpirit of the 
Lord Jeius, &c, p. 47. 48. which is ſo well ſpoken, that 
I with thoſe that rejoice in your book (as countenancing 
their dream of perfeCtion) may underſtand ir, and come to 


| aberter underitanding by it, 


Fur is this all the perfection we ever look for in Chriſts 
Kinzdom, an 04j-#:we perfection ſhall there be, two Men 
always in 12S, the O12 and the New, the Fleſh and the 
Spirit , ſhall we be always torn aud divided, and drawn 
alunder by 1» Cepters, two Lays, the Law of our Adem- 
lirsrebelling againſt the Law of our Mizds. : 

Tis moſt certain our Liſe, our Perfection, our Glory, 
ſhall ever be more objeFrve than ſubjettive, even to Eter- 
nity. (that is) our happinels,our blefledneſs, more proper- 


ly more truly conſiſts in-the Relation we have to God and 


Chriſt in the V0 we have with God and Chriſt, then in 
any habit, qualities, or graces that are wrought in us, or 
by infuſion imparted, or communicated to us and with us, 
elſe what means the Beatifical Viſion. But there is a vaſt 
difference berween the way of apprehending this glorious, 
full,and perfect object of all bleſledneſs, now in the preſent 
infirm ſtate, and hereafter : We now walk 6) faith, (faith 
the Apoſtle} not by ſz2h!, but then we ſhall walls & {:2/t, 
and not & faich , while we walk by faith, the object is at a 
diſtance, for faith is the evidence of things zo: ſeen , the 
ſubſtance of things hoped ſor : now hope that is ſeen 1s 
nct hope, for what a man ſecth, why doth he yer hope ; 
for therefore faith is not /igh; properly, though the Apo- 
ſtle calls it a ſeeing 12 a ſort, becaule ir makes a kind of 
ſuply of the want of fight, yer 'tis bur a dark, but a weak 
light, and therefore ſays he, we nov ſee through a Glaſs 
darkly, for the weakneſs of the ſight, and the remoteneſs 
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of che obje&, the glaſs is needfu!, The Lord Jeſus his 


Perſon, his tranſactions, is in this our preſent ſtate but as a 
elafs, through which we lee God, and this glaſs is very 
remore, Heisin Heaven, and we now ſee him not, (as 
the Apoſtle Peter ſays, 1 Pet, 1, 8,) and there will abide 
rill the times of the reſtiturion of all things, and we or:'y 
ſee him by Faith through the revelation of Scriptures, the 
repreſen:a:t911 of Ordinances, and the ſpiritual forme of him: 
ſelf brought forth in our hearts by the Spiric, this is azo:her 
2lafs thar conveys the eye-beams to the glaſs of his Perſo;, 
and to his Blood, which he hath carried into the hol, place, 
and to his Glory, that as our Forerunner he is there enteted 
into for us ; ſo here is glaſs upon glaſs, or one glaſs ſerving 
co another, bur all chis while we ſee not the Face of Gi, 
but as in a glaſs, bur our Lord Jeſus.in his ſecond appear- 
ance will then be no longer a glsſs, but the very face of Ga 
unto us, then we {hall not converſe with him, through the 
forementioned glaſſes of Scriptures, of Ordinances, of 
Graces, or his ſpiricual Form begotren in our hearts, bu: 
{hall ſee face to face, and know as we are kromz ; the Perſon 
of the Lord Jeſus ſhall then give forth unto us, the very 
Face, the very Image, the very Life, the very gloryof 


God: therefore ir is ſaid, he (Lail come in the glory of thy 


4 - 


Father, this was that he faid to Miy, {.uch me pot forl 
am 70: y:t aſcended to my Father, and this was that he ſaid 
ro his Diſciples, I will not drink hencerrth of the fruit 
of this Vine until that; when T drink it ,z2w with you 
in my Fathers Kingdom. i at.26,29. 

And when we ſhall thus 12#:ed7atel; converte with ths 
rer bleſſed and full 0-5-5, God our Fat'1orihining forth, 
iving forth himſelf nakedly, inuncdiziey fully through 
he Perion of our Lord ſeſus (his ellential Traage) | 
great muſt the fruic of ſuci a fi2hr, of fuch a converie 
with God nceds be, how unipeakably gieat muit chat 
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(33) | 

glory be, that (hall then be revealed in us > Chri? is in 
fall glory already in /:#ſelf, bur te hath not his full glory 
in 4:3 nay, how ſmall a portion l1ath he of it : did nor the 
Scriptures {0 abundantly teſtify of our ituperfection, our 
meanneſs, (were not our infirinity ſo great a part of Scrip- 
ture Rewelat:oz) our own ſenſe and feeling, our own expe- 
riexce might ſuffice to acquaint us with ir, but ſo utterly 
imperfett are we, that we are not capable of our own i- 
p:rfeon, without Scripture Revelation, nay , withour 
Spirit Revelations and is chis to be boaſted a5 a ſtate of 
perfection 2 I will be bold to fay, The zrearrſt perfection 
now is to know our wnaperjeren, They are the moſt per fel 
men that ſec oft of tieir z2perfe3io, 

Bur ſha!l we never attain a further perfection, then a 
ſence of imperfe&tion > Is this all the glory to be revealed 
inus, the revelation of our ſhame? no, nor the covering 
of it neither, by a Robe of imputation, That Kingdom 
of God that is in us now in ſuffering, muſt be in Rejgn, in 
Triumph, in Victory, {ſa, 25.8. There is a victory in 
Faith in the preſent time, that ſtays the Soul, but the vi- 
Qory of Faith eas pot the Battle, bur looks to this victory 


of th at day of glory, when the judgment that was grwen for 194-42 +1,5- 


v5, in Chriſts death, or rather in his Reſurrection, ſhall 
be brought forth unto vifory, when our ri2ht Nall be ac- 
knowledged, and all our Rights, Priviledges, Immunities, 
all the glorious Acqueſts of our great Captain the Lord Jeſus, 
ſhall be given orch, paid tn, and performed to us : All the 


promiſes, all our hopes, the hope of righteouſneſs by faith, $4 5 5: 


that Believers through the Spirit, have watted fr, all along 
to that day ; when all the work that $7 hath made, all che 


works of the Dewil, All this 4ark ſcene of nrath and*)9 3 3 


trouble that came in by St, All theſe waters of the cu: ſe, 

that have covered the face of the Earth fince the Fal, 

ſhall all be drye7 ap, and pats away for ever, This, and not 
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( 34) 


any thing ſhort of this, is the «ſolute perfeQion and glory 
of Chriſts Kingdom, 

You will not ſay that this is 44al and preſent, it neither 
is nor can be ſo, becauſe it is that grace that is to be brought 
unto us at the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, as the Scriptures 
abundantly acquaint us. Ir is ſo appointed by the Father, 
It is his go04 pleaſure, which is enough to ſtop any further 
enquiry, God is Love, and as free as we can deſire, hath 
given us all things perraining to life and goalipeſs, but 'tis 
through the lowledge of him, even our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
He hath given us Eternal life, but this Life is :» h#s Sox, 
He that hath the Son, hath Zife. He that hath zot the 
Son, hath not Life, All his communications to us, ate 
by and through his Sox, and he hath cur out his work for 
him, both for his firſt and ſecond appearance, and Chriſt 


. takes it, and finiſhes it up, as his Father gives him com- 
- mand, He hath appointed the day when he ſhall judge the 


world, and when he ſhall ſave his people, and that is at his 
ſecond appearance, Heb, 9g. laſt, And this work of $ alwatzon 
can no more be performed (fo as God will have it be for 
his full glory, and our full joy,) without Chriſts perſonal 
appearance the ſecoxd rime in glory, then the work of re- 
conciliation by his death could be without his: coming in 
our ixfirmity the firſt time, and therefore the Apoſtle in 
Gods behalf engages, that Qod ſhall ſend him again, As 
3. and he ſhall &ring him again into the world, faith the 
Author to the Hebr., ch, 1.6, Indeed the Salvation, the 
Change, the glory is tos great for any hand to bring, bur 
Jeſus Chrift in Perſovy, But of this we may have occaſion 
to ſpeak more ere we have done, _ I come to your fourth 


 Polition, 


4. Poſition. © That the Kingdom of God, and of his 
© Chriſt, is a Kingdom of much meekneſs and gentleneſs, 
* and goodnels, and heavenly moderacion in all the various 
* appearances, or adminiſtrations of it, This 


( 35) ; 
| This poſition, and all that ſtands under it, is of fo M;14, 
4 ſo Humane, fo Generous, ſo Chriftian an aſpect , that 1 
ſhall deſire even to be found peacably and amicably com- | 
T porting with ir, and Irhought to have paſſed it in ſilence 
without a word more, bur yet to prevent any miſunder- | 
, ſtanding, and that I be. not by this Applaudarory Teſtimo- 
ny involved in any Conc-f70n prejudicial ro my Cauſe, give 
me leave to ſubjcyne theſe to or three Anizradwerſzous 
following. | 
r. That though Chriſts Kingdome be a Kingdom of b; 
much meeknels and gentleneſs, and goodneſs, &c, Yer V'Y 
. thar Chriſt is a Lyox, as well as a Lamb, and that this "43 
- Lamb hath his Wrath, as well as his Meekeſs, Rev. 5.5. Re 
| and chap, 6, 16. And that his Enemies muſt expect to Bigg 
; 
| 


WW; hu "1 $6 


feel the one, as his ſubjects, ſervants and friexds, ſhall find —_ 

the other. _ 

2, That both the Gentleneſs, and the wrath of the "ed 

x Lamb have their tzwzes and their ſeaſons, and each is beau- i, 

2 tiful in its ſeaſon, the preſezt time, or the cimes of the 77i- 4k 

litazit ſtate, are times while the gextleneſs, the patience, the m7) 

| long-ſufjering of God, waits upon his Enemies, and all that 

time, he ſheweth hard things to his people, giving them the Ly 

| _ _ wineof Aſtormſhment, lifting up the right hand of their 

 Adverſaries upon a moſt excellent Couxceland delign (thar VA, 

muſt be acknowledged ) ſuch as will turn to the eminent *% 

and ſuperlative advantage of his people and zz:ereſt, and £4 

to the repenting of his Enemies, and making his judgment  B 

more clear and conſpicuous upon them, for when patience bf 
hath had its perfe& work, then the Lord will not hold 

his peace. He breaks his painful filence, He crys out ,, 1. 

like a Traveling woman, he devours, he deſtroys at once. 5 = $0: $6 
His Throne is like the fiery flame, and his wheeles as bura- 
ing fire, a fiery ſtream iflues and comes forth before him, 
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(36) 


from mount Ztya ſome few years 2g0e) from which 
place of Datel itis probable the Apoſtle takes the De- 
ſcrip'ton of our Saviours appearance, 2 Theſ, 1, 7, When 
the Lord Jeſus. ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his 
mighty Angels in flamizg fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed with e- 
verlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord , 
and from the glory of his power, when he ſhall come to 
be glorified in his Saints, andto be admired in all them 
thar believe in chat day. And this is the proper ſeaſo,; of 
Chrift': glorious.-1/z6le Kiagdome, which the Book Iſfent 
you drives at, aad thisis the proper appearance of Chriſt, 
and his aſpect rowards Enemies, and therefore called the 
rerrible day of the Lord till then the Kingdome , the 
People, the Intereſt of che Lord Jeſus, are that ſtone , 
that-is refuſea by the builders, that the Princes and the 
Prelates fall upon, and ſeek to remove, but cannor, but ins 
tiead hereof break themſelves upon it, it hath borne al} 
the fell blowes of the Rowan Empire, both Heathen and 
Papal, and all the kindreds of the Earth from the-primi: 
tive dayes until now, but this ſtone, under all its miſuſage, 
like the Palm-tree, ſhoots the higher; as Iſrael in Egypt 
multiplyed the more, as their oppreſſion grew, till it be- 
comes a mountain, and then it ſhall falluponrthole that have 

fallen upon it, andgriad them to powder, Mat, 21,44. 
3. Though in this day and Kingdom of patience (which 
meaſures: the militant ſtate ) neither doth the Lord, nor 
muſt che ſervant of the Lord ftrive, much lets ſtrike nor 
uſe the S word, or any violence to propagate Religion, or to 
dijplace the powers of the world, { how much ſ{oever they 
1affer under them) yet Chriſt hath all along in a moſt clean 
unblemiſhed righteous way of proceeding cone upon thele 
ins, and his Churches Enemies, and hath raited up ad- 
| yerlaries 


(39) 


verfaries againſt them, who have avenged the Churches 
quarrel upon them, as he raiſed Cyrus againſt Babilon, and 
many times he gives theſe N:»rods up to the invaſion of 
che C:vil rights and liberties of men, whereby they give 


men a juſt are againſt them, and thus he dirs the Plal.78. 13. 


waters, and makes way for his ranſomed ones : the earth 


helps the woman, though the earth defigns it nor, and the Rev-12.16.- 
Pſal. 9.16. 


wicked are ſaared in the works of their own hazs, as you 
very well obſerve, and I do but fall in with you in this ob- 
ſervation, (p.50. then which you ſay, there is not amore 
pleaſant ſighr in all the world, in which admirable judg- 
ments of God, Ales cauſe is 0x-, but Gods cauſe is az9- 
ther, 

4. Thongh the Syirit of this Kingdom of Chriſt doth 
not carry forch th: Subjects of it to War or 740lerce for 
Relizion ſake, (that 1s to avoid perſo»a! ſuffering, or to 1m= 
poſe their lighe upon others) but they leave God to per- 
fivade Fapher, and to aver their injuries of that kind) yer 
it doth notmake it unwarrantable or unlawful for them in 
a cauſe of c:w1l l;berties nnder lanful powers that ſhall take. 
up the defence of their Country, and their eſffa#l:;ſhed laws 
and liberties to uſe the material Sword; for by being the 
Subjects of a h12her Kingdom then this world , they are 
not 4rſcharzed from the duty they owe their Prince, their 
Country, themſelves as men, in caſe of unjuſt invaſion or 
aſurpatica Within, or from without, but are the fitteſt and 
beſt inſtructed men to uſe the. Sword aright, their c:/l 
relation to humane Society, being not diſloived, but 7.- 
proved by this higher relation, and therefore Chriſt him- 
ſelf diſowns not the title of a |{/arr:0vr, but is called, The 
Loyd ef Hoſts, and in ri2hreonſeſs doth he judge and make 
War, | 

5. Though ir be none of the praiſe of tne friends and 
followers of this meek and lowly ſuffering Lord, white he 


Rev.1g He . 
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' hath patience with his perſecuting and oppreſſins Enemies 


co anticipate his judgments, and to be taking the Sword 
intothatown private hands in their own time and ſeaſon ; 
yet let us exerciſe that gentleneſs and moderation as not 
co caſt off all ſuch who are in their judgments roo ready, 
zoo offic:0u/ly to employ themſelves this way , in zeal for 
Chriſt, though nor according to k;ovledge, ir being an 
error that may be found in a Diſciple, as you know it was 
in Peter, who when his Maſter was apprehended, dre 
his Sword, and laid about him, and {mote off the right ear 
of Malchas, and was but the ſame ſpirit that was found 
in other of the Diſciples, that would have called for fire 
from Heaven upon thoſe that would not receive their Ma- 
ſer in that tender he made of himſelf to them, and of his 


_ Iineſtimable Treaſures, ſufficient is the rebuke which our. 


Mar.26.32. 


5s. Pohrion, 


Saviour gives to ſuch, They that take the Sword ( in this 
way, and without his Warrants) ſhall periſh by the Sword, 
5. Poſition, Your fifth and laſt Poſition is, © That 
© the Kingdom of God, and of his Chriſt, is an unlimited 
* Kingdom, a boundleſs Prerogative, not capable of any 
© reſtraints, or confinements, or limitations whatſoever, 
In this Poſition you neceſlarily engulph me in greac geeps, 
wherein the Lord be our Pot, and bring me off ſafe. Your 
Poſition bears an Azt:theſis, or oppoſition to the glorious 
and wzjible manifeſtation of Chriſts Kingdom in the exd of 
time, While you make it alike, through all :ti27e as in 
Eterzity. | \ 

I muſt therefore here firſt diſtinguiſh the Kingdom of 
Ge, and the Kingdom of his Chrijt, and then tecondly, 
diſtinguiſh the ::mes and ſeaſyns of both theſe Kingdoms, 
for they have oze ſtate in Eter17ty, and azother ſtate in time, 
and in time there are cwo ſtates, one in ſufferyz, and the 
other in triumph, | 

I, Firſt then I ſay, there is a Kingdom of God, and x 


Kingdom: 


( 39) 
Kingdom of his Chriſt, and theſe are diſtin& Kingdoms : 
You know (Sr) the glorious perſors in the Trinity of che 
Godhead, are rightfully 4: ſtrnguiſh'd though nor to be 4rw1- 
ded, '.So may the Kingdom of God, and of his Chriſt, 

2, The Kingdom of God, is that which is exercited by 
the bleſſed Triz:1ty, the Father, the Son, and the Ho!y 
Ghoſt, entirely within themſelves in the u31cy of the God- 
head, where God and his Kingdom, God and all his works 
are one, This is the Origznal Kingdom, the head of all 
here both God and: his K:2gdow are properly inviſible to 
any created Eye, or underſtanding dwelling in thick dark 1 Kings 8.12 
neſs, as Solomon faith, poſſeſſing all entirely to and within 
himſelf in an communicable glory ; this is properly the 
Kingdom of the Father. 

* The Kingdom of Chriſt is the Medatory Kingdom, 
wherein Chriſt as God.man, is ſer up from everlaſting in 
Heaven, in a heavenly ſtate and glory, to make forth to 
created underſtanding the inviſible glories of God, and of 
his :ngdom, as a l:ving Image and repreſentation thereof, 
Of this ſtate of Chriſts Perſon and Kingdom before the 
world, Solomon ſpeaks by the Spirit in a moſt high and 
divine ſtrain, Prov. 8. from v.12. to 9.32, and our Sa- 
viour himſelf 7ecognizeth it, in thoſe exprelſions of the Sox 
of Man in Heaven, and in that Prayer, Joh, 17, Glorgyjob. 3-13- 
thou me with the glory I had with thee before the world was, 
And the Apoſtle Paul, Phil, 2. faith, He was #n the form 
of God, Both cheſe Kingdoms, which are one, though 
diſtioguithed, are eterxal from: eternity, and toeternity, ſuf- 
ferns no Jammage or diminution by tune, or any the 
chances, changes, or injuries of time, In both which 
kzown to God, and known to Chriſt, are ail their work from gg ye jg. 
the foundations of the world, In the Kingdom of God, 
(there) Chriſt as a Myſtery, and all things elſe created 
and increated, lay in the Boſom of the Father. In the 
7 Kingdom 
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(40) 
Kingdom of Chrift (in this Heavenly tate.) The world, 
and all the rimes of it, lay in the Mediator boſom before 
they were brought forth into afual exiſtence in them- 
ſelves. So the Apoſtle ſaith, We were choſen in him bee 
fore the four.dations of the world, and he is before all things, 
Col. 1.17. and in him all things contiſt, and ſtand in a 
moſt harmonious frame, and he is the h-ad of the body, 
the Church, who is the beginning, and rhe head of every 
an, the head of this world. In this tate is Chriſt pro- 
perly the ro: of David, and of all things, which lay erer- 
nally as a Myſtery hid in him, (and there lay his own huma- 
nity, which in time he was to take up of the Virgin ) as 
He and all his Meaiator) Kingdom and glory was a my- 
ſtery hid 1n God. ; h 

Bur now in the ſecond place, there is a ſtate of this glo<, 
rious Mediator, and of his Kingdom reveal-d on earth, 
which is properly the Subject of our debare, thar the will 
of God may be done on Earth, ( by the Son: of Man on 
earth, and in the ſtate of his Kingdom oz earth) as it is 
done in Heavez, in and by the Son of manin Heaven, and 
in the heavenly ſtate of his Kingdom there, which is the 
ſecond Petition that follows in that Doctrine of Prayer, 
which our Saviour inſtru us in immediately following 
upon the firſt. Thy Kingdom contre | 

Now this Kingdom of Chriſt may alſo be conſidered in 
a.twofold ſtate, 12, Ina tate of exerciſe and ſuffering, 
and this ſtate laſts from the fa of man (who being ſer in 
honour continued not,) and runs down through a!l the 
times #f this degenerate world till Chiiſts ſecoas and glori- 
ous appearance, and is called by Jehz in his Revelation, 
the .K imgdimn and Patience of Jelus Chriſt, - 

The other ſtate of Chrifts Kingdom is, the V/;ory and. 
Triumph, Efa.25.8. when he (even his Father, who hi- 


Joh.5.17: thetco worketh with the Sox, and the Son worketh allo) 


(hal: 


£48) 


ſhall have pur all Ezemies under his Feet, and ſhall put 1Cor. 15. 

down all Rule, Authority, and Power, as it is mmimical, or ** 27: | 
contrary to him, and this ſtate of the Kingdom is called *F 
Peace, Eſa.g.7. and reſt, ch. 11, 10, his reſt ſhall be i 
glorious, and this properly 15 that Kingdom, whereof we 


enquire, Now Sir, having premited this diſtinction of ke 
the Kingdom of God, and his Chriſt, ler us apply it. This 44 
ſtate of Chrifts Krngaom in peace, in reſt, and viory in 3 
the viſible manifeſtation of it,to every created underitand- # 


ing and eye, you can by no means ſay,was from everlaſting, 
nor hath been all the times of this world, bur hath its 
propry times to be exhibited, and thoſe in the end of this 
old corrupt degene: ated world : by its appearing it will 


make all things azew, and will be the reſt:tutzon of all ik 
things, EN el 
That which may be a vail before our eyes, in diſcern- 7 
ing this Truch, is the glorious things that are ſpoken of this Fa 
preſ, ent ſtate of the C ty of Gea, and the K 190m of Chriſt : Fa 
in the preſent ſtate of it in Fach, in which it is truly a 'X| 
K ingdom, though a ſuff-ring K 1ngdom, and gets the better F 
of all its oppoſers, though not without lows and blood , | 
and it gives reit and peace to all the ſubjects of ir (-y/tical, : 
inward, and ſpiritual reſt and peace, inthe midſt of enemies "T 
and troubles)for we which have believed, do -nter into reft, | pert. 3, 
and rejoyce with joy ur ſpeakable and full of glory, and our 1% 26. 3. ied 


minds are kept in perfe# peace, even with a peace which Ar _w_ 


paſſeth all underfianding, and fo Chriſt rules in the midſt of 

his Enemies, and God hath given us the Vifory, through 1 Cor-15. $7: 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; yea, we are come to Mount Son, the Heb: 12: 22. {} 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and are ſet . | 
down wich Chriſt in heavenly places, having overcome the Tho, ©. 4 
world by Faith, and the Prince of this World is judged and Joh-12.31. 

caſt out, and we inherit all things, SIPs 
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(42) 
But we muſt remember all this glory is : death, and 
ſuffering, and under the Croſ', both inwardly and outward- 
ly, and all the life and glory that we feel, and experience, 
is but to carry us up, under the Crofs and 412g. of ih- Lord 
J-ſu, as the Apoltle at large diſcourſes. 2 Cor. 4. from the 
7.verſeto che 15. and in that refreſhing Ordinance of . 
the Supp:r, we ſhew forth the Lora, Death till he come, 
which death, being the gate of life, all Believers in their 
ſucceſhve generations are paſſing through, and willor muſt 
be ſo, till ihe Lord come, This 1s the gate to the City, Rev, 
22.14. call'd there [ates] becaule through »any trib4e 
lations, we muſt enter into the Kingdom of Goa, and as 
Chriſis ſuffering was his great Oveateace, called obedience 
#nto Death, and is that which is meant by char phrale, 
[Lo I come todyth) will, O Goo.) So this is the doing of 
Gods will and commandmc<nts by Believers, the pr-ſe-112 
their Bodies a living Sacrifice, thereby proving (by expe» 
rience) the good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God, 
This is the way to the Ct), which the fool (thar is drunken 
. with the Spirit of this world) knoweth nor, 

But whatever any that are truly regenerate, may in 4 
fluſter of -zyfi:ca! Wine, or under a ſtrong engazement to 
maintain their opinion, and to.make good their preju4rce 
againſt the expected glory. witnelled by others perhaps 
weakly, and with a mixture of offence) I ſay, whatever 
ſuch may ſay of a fuſneis and fi. th. iency in the preteac 
State, yet when they come to themſelves, they will and 
there is no Son whom the ath-r receivech and chajter.eh 
not, yea, that is not (in the ordinary tenour of Gods dife 
penſation to him) held unde: the Cr:ſ* in oue kind or 9+ 
ther, and chaſtened ever) morning with chaitiiene :c of 
one fort or other, If his outward condition he proſpe- 
rous, he is exerciſed with inward temptarci >as, or with- 
drawments, whether he feels it or no, and tus ſo much the 

more 


( 43) 


more grievous (in a right underſtanding) if he feel it not, 


and this upon that high and indiſpenſable account and law Row. 8. 29. 


of conformung us to the Image of the firſt born, the Cap- 
tain of our Saivation, who was made perfe# by ſufferinas, 
And I believe. (Sir) you are not without your exerciſ? 
in this kind, though you thus ſpeak, and write as if you 
were in the Kingdom Triumphant, and not Milicanr. 
Andin this ſtare of continual dyings, if we had not ric/ 
and irony Coraials, we ſhould never endure, Ir is certain, 
we have as much as we ſhall have in Heaven, in reipect 
of the ground and oj & of our rejoycing , we have the 
ſame Goa and Fa: her, the ſame F ſus our Head and Brides 
groom, the {anie $pzrit our guade and comforter, the ſame 
eternal things to look to, to reckon upon the Covenant 
ordered in all things ;, and ſure we are, what ever we ſhall be, 


as to the eſſence of our ſtate, the Soxs of God, we have As x Joh. 3. 2: 


true, as firm a Rrght, asever we ſhall have, as glorious a 


righteouſneſs covering us all over ; we are not ix the fieſp, Rom, 8. g. 


bur 1n the Spirit, if the Spirit of God dwells in us. 

But alas Sir, our ſg: of theſe things is w-«k, they are 
therefore but an yu, tous a Ridales we are, and we 
ere mot s we have, and have -0:, we lrve, and l:we not, 

I conſeſs we are to be blamed and ſhamed, that we im7- 
prove theſe glorious {upports no more, that we live at no 
higher a Rate, that we appear in no better Equ-pae, no 
more an{werable to the grace, the #ounty, the benificence, 
the munificence of our heavenly F' her, (who from the 
magrificeat glory bath called to us in Ch1ift, when he called 
him his beloved Son, in whom he was wel pleaſed )) no 
more anſ{werable to the care and concern of our Lord F ſus, 
who ſpeaks to us from Heaven, from his exaired ſtare, 


calling to us to l;ve, and be of 'good chear Zecanſe he Heb, n2. 25: 
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Bur alas 1 the way up into this aftivity and ſtrength 
of faith, is ot in man, much leſs is it in overlooking, over- 
bearing, ſuppreſſing, denying the loud wore, and witneſs 
of our ſtate of znfirmity, which is the general voice of 
Scripture and our own experience, bur in owning, in ly- 
ing down into our own ſhame, and bearing our reproach , 
and then will his ſtrength be perfected in weaknels, and 
whereſoever the Carcaſe is, thicher will the Eagles be ga- 
thered together, ſelf-ſuf:ciency , ſelf riches, ſeif fulnels, 
makes the Soul poor, kills the life and a#:w:ty of Faith, 
The Eagles of Reſurre&:0n-life and glory delcend upon 
the Carcaie of a ſ-If-anxihilated Chriſtian, Theretore 

faith the Apoſtle, When I am weak, then I am ſtrorg : 
So that we moſt conſule our true intereſt, or the in- 
tereſt of our true life, when we receive the ſentence of 
Death in our ſelves, when we fink down into the death, 
lye down into the grave of Chriſt, with Chriſt, when 
we deſpaire in our ſelves, And therefore { Sir) give 
me leave here to be free with you, what voice is that I 
hear, pag. 36. where upon my words [ Alas} we ſee 
either bur darkly] you retort, © Alas for us inc-ed; if ir 
© were only ſo, you go on, But pray (Sir) what do you 
© mean by we, we that are in a Golpel ſtate, we thar are 
© called out of darknels and (lavery, into the marvelous 
< light and glorious liberty of the Son, or Sons of God, Are 

© we ſtill indarkneſs? or do we ſee things but through a 

© glaſs darkly 2 Are we ſtill in bondage to any thing of im- 

© perfection > I deny it abſolurely. | 
3. Arſ. Arewe blind a fo, ſaid the Phariſees, w- were newer 
F* in bondage to any man, ſaid-the F-wi. (Sir) I do not rank 

your Perſon and Sp:rit with them, I know you are of a- 

nother Spirit, though I parallel your Speech. 

Imperfection is one thing, and 40-dag- to- imperfection 


is another, as corruption, and the bondage of corruption 
are 


( 45) 


are two things, Again, the Goſpel fate may be conſi- 
dered in its mzlitancy and in its vi#ory, The former ſtate 
of it may, doth moſt acknowledge imperfeRion, corrup- 
tion reſiding, remaining though not in bondage thereto, 
The latter ſtate will pur it off, and lay ir aſide for ever, 
The preſent imperfection is not in fazth, as it isa grace, 


a gif: of God, for to faith, all things are poſitble where it hath Mark g. 23; 
irs perfe# work, and is nor reliſted, By faith Boch was 
traz/lated that he (hould not ſee death. Bur faith was Heb. 11. g. 


never ordained to make irmrty ot to be infirmity, but to 
ſ-pport under it, till the ſeaſon be come to pur off infirmiry, 
and therefore Enoch when he was taken to Viſion, was 
tra. flared, and did put off che infirmity of the fleſh, and 
was tranſlated to vilionof the object, which he before ſaw 
but by faith, 

Much lels is the imperfetion in the 9je&, which is per- 
ferwve even of the ſujet into which ir is received, but 
not while it i> thete only in faich, but whenat ſhall be ſeen 
and enjoyed 44e4quately; fo that the perfection of the be- 
liever, (as the Goſpel throughout witneſſeth) is, when he 
and his ot jet mert 10 a vilible, ſenſible, full, and adequate 
fruition, when both hr, and hr» (ight are perfected rogether 
by the glorious appearance of Jeſus Chriſt in his adequate 
pſu, as God-m1an, El e what is the meaning of the Apo- 
Rle, when that which is perfect is come, 1 Co-, 13, and 
when Chriſt who is our life ſhall appear, Cul. 3. 3. and 
when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, 1 J-4. 3. 3. 
which he in that place of the Corinths exemplifies by the 
compariſon between a Ch11d anda May, up n which you 
interrogate, © ls there no ſuch man ? or are chere no ſuch 
© mennow alive, or any where to be found > It there be 
(cir ) Ipray ſhew them, or tell us where we may find 
them, elſe your queſtion is vain. * Ir is-not your God 
« forbid, Sir, that you or I ſhould think ſo, that makes 


* any 


=. amore Aa er TT ww A» 


Cz 

any evidence of it, nor what' you ſubjoin, that then Pro: 
* phets and Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, and Paſtors, and 
© Teachers, might all with one voice cry out, and com- 
© plain, we have laboured in vain, nor what follows of 
Chriſts aſcending, and giving gifts to men, for the per- 
fecting of the Saints; for fai'h and 7';7on muſt ecernally 
remain diſtin; faith was never ordain'd to give forth 
that perfection that is reſerved to viſion ; faith is perfect 
in its kir:d, that is, it carries us up to Chriſt, toenjoy a re- 
lative perfection there, and the Prophets and Apoſtles, as 
to thar, have nor loſt their labour, bur it doth nor ſub- 
jearvely reveal, or bring forth perfe*tion «por us, that is 
reſerved for viſion, | 

I know there are that fancy and imagine themſelves to 

have attazzed, or at leaſt do ailert it ia [he (that ſome 
have, and that more may attain that perfection) but come 
to the Hypotheſis; Have they them{elves attain'd it, I have 
not met with that.confidence in any to aflert it, nor ſhould 
I ever the ſooner believe them, if they ſhould, For this 
perfection is a Feaf?, that 15 not to be opened till the gueſts 
are a/ come, and the houſe of God is ful, nor till Chriſt 
the Feaſi-maker is preſent among them w4/ibly and glori- 
oufly. I 
For as much as this point of the time of Chriſts glorious 
Kingdom on Earth, is of ſo main conſequence, as that 
which will ſtrike ſo great a ſtroak in the controverſlie de- 
pending between us, I ſhall therefore, according to the 
evidence that ſhines forth unto me in the Scriptures, clear 
this up more particularly with the grounds of it, 

I. And my firſt ground is, that for all the works of 
God done «xdey the Yun, (his works of Salvation, as well 
as judgment) there is az appornted time as Solomon ſhews 
at large, Eccl. 3.1. and ſo on, Therefore the Church 


dealing with God about her deliverance , urges it upon 
this 
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chis ground, Thou wilr, or thou ſhalt ariſe, and have 
mercy upon $ on, for the time ro favour her, even the ſet 
time 15 come, Fſal, 102.13. The inſtances are ſo copious 
and known for this, that it were loſs of time to inſiſt on 
them 1/raels deliverance out of Ezip: was ſer for the time, 
and God kept his time to aday, when the 430. years were 
expired, the very ſame day did God bring them forth by 
cheir Armies, Ger.15.13. Exod.12, laſt, their deliverance 
from the Bavzloniſþ Capuvity was ſer and promiſed after 
70. years, and was punctuilly oblerved, fo for our Savi- 
ours Incarnation, it was in the ful.efs of tre, and when 
he entred upon his Miniſtry, he makes this way for him-= 
ſelf, ro be received by them, Mark 1, 15, The time is ful- 
filled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand, Repent ye and 
believe che Goſpel : what can be plainer than this, thar 
there is a time aud teaſon, for every ſeaſon and manifeſia» 
tion of the Kingdom of God. This was the time for Chriſts 
firſt appearance, there are times alſo (proper times) for 
his ſecoud coming, and his 1'luſtrious appearance, x Tim. 
6.14.15. Which in hu tres (or in its own or proper times 
( 3y xeugo? 3101s he ſhall ſhew, if it were not fo, (if the ifſu- 
ings torch of all Gods countels and purpoſes were not 
ted) what mean all thote t1aes that are ſer in Daniel 
and the Revelations, Indeed the time is not always reweal'd 
to us, bur it is always appomed nith God, and therefore 
ſometimes the Spirit ſpeaks only in general, as Day. 11, 


35. 36. and Hatak. 2, 3, For the viſion is yet for an ap= 


pointed tine, And of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
faith our Saviour, 24:4 13, 32. which yet ſhews the day 
and hour is ſer for his ſecoud coming. And though. this 
Scripture may ſeem to dath our confidence of knorwing it, 
becau'e it is ſaid, no not 27 Angels vi hich are in Heaven, 
neither the $02, bur the Fa her, The 2niver is ready, 
that as we could nor knozy it without the Son, (or till it 
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was reveal'd to him) fo he having received the knowledge 
of it, (as he did of che whole Syſteme of the revelation 
afcer his aſcention) we are upon thoſe advantages now that 
Chriſt himſelf was not x the days of his fleſh, when this 
was ſpoken, Chriſt in his humrl:ation was in all things 
like to us, but now all things are naked and open to him, 
and he ſent and ſignijied his revelations by his Angel to his 
Servant John, to ſhew to his Servants the things which muſt 
ſhortly come to paſs, and F-hx (according to command) 
hath left them on Record for us, and bleſſed is he thar 
readeth, &c. for the time is at hand. So that it is clear 
as the Sun, that though God hath his foreknowleage of all 
chings in Eternity, and chough Chriſt was the Lamb ſlain 
from the fouzdation of the wori4, yet in the making forth 
and exhibition of the works and wonders of God to men, 
there is a tizze ſet and appointed for every purpoſe orderly 
eo appear, and give forth its voice, and particularly, ex- 
preſly, and eminently, the Apoſtle faith of this day, for as 
much as he hath apporated a day, wherein he will judge 
the world in righteouſneſs by that man whom he hath ore 
dained, As 17.31. 

2. The time for the exhibition of the glorious ſtare of 
this Kingdom, is the ſecond, the viſible, the 1Wuſtrions ap- 
pearance of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 T:m. 4 1. Who ſhall judge the 
_ and the dead at his appearing, aud his K ::gdowr, where 

is appearing and his Kingdom are joyned together, as 
contemporating and commencing together at the ſame 
time, not his firſt appearance, which was then paſt, but 
his ſecond appearance ſpeaking of it, as to come, and 
therefore ck (ſhall judge) in the future tenſe, 

For the furthur clearing of this, let any one that is in 
good earneſt, ſet himſelf to conſider how probable or like- 
ly it may be, that the glorzous ſtate of Chriſts Kingdom can 
be exhibited without the perſoal revelation of the Tots 

elus 
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Jeſus in Glory appearing in ir, I am ſure, in that /;--'.* 
given of it in the {ranpuraton our Saviour's >>: {2.. bor: 
the great eminent part, according as in the intimation h# 
gave of ir beſore hand by his words, might be concluded 
and expected, for though Af.»4 who wrote to U, ers, 
and in the Greek Tongue ſay only, there are fome land- 
ing here who thall not tat of Death, till they ſee the 
Kiugdoine of God come wich power, yet Matthew who 
Wroie to the F-ws, and end his Goipel in Hebrew, dili- 
vers cur Saviours intimaiion with this Accuracy of his 
perſon to appear in it, Aat, 16, ult, Till they fee the 
You of man cmeirny in his Kingdom. That action was 
a littie Mode! or draught of Chriſts Kingdom, and there- 
fore whatever was there, we may conclude will be in 
Chriſt's Kin:dom though there ( to be expected) in a 
larger figure. 

Now in the transfiguration there was, the prrſ»n of 
Chriſt in a G:oty 6-youd what the Diſciples could well 
bear, and that not only on his counterance, bur his CG. = 
ments, Then Secondly, there were AM:ſ:; and FElas 
in glory, repretenting the Saints departed v hom God 
ſhall bring wath his Son at his next appearing, and ten 
there were Peer, James, and John, as revroteniing the 
v hoie number of Diſciples or Sur 31 vets SAS , and 
tiere was berween both theſe deparied ad £#7-/, and 
between Cvorijt and his Diſciples, fame 1950 fe nad 
diconrie in, and during that Scene of Glory, | 

Now juch as the ear-ejt is, ſuch muſt the ju!! paym-nt 
be in ze fame Coyn, it were a grand Solrcrſmn ro (late, 
a glorious Kingdome of Chriſt with our Chriſt, aj pear. 
ing in glory in that Kingdom, and therefore Davrd in the 
propietical view he takes of this day, Pſal. 68. 17, Sees 
ns er among them 8s in Sinai, in the holy place, and the 


Prophet Micah when he ſees by the fame fpiric the full 
| | Hl 
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(30) 
redution of Iſ-ael, ſees their K ing paſſing before them, and 


the Lord an the headof them, Mich. 2. laſt, Bur Second!y, 


how canic be otherwiſe, but that che Lord muſt appcar 
from Heaven in this a ſtate of his Kingdom, be. 
caule of the great the Stupendiouſly great and ineffable 
To ks thac are then to be done, the #zzniſtry and electing 
whereof is committed to Chriſt, and to this his glorious 
appearing, iv that here is a complex argument. the things 
to be done are /ingalar rare extraordinary effects, and they 
are ſuch as will yeild ro no power, bur thar of the Lord 
Jeſus in perſon, as the raiſing of the dead and the judgment 
of the quick and dead, andthe changing of che ſurviving 
Saints, there is no man in his wits will fay theſe are che 
works of every time , nor of any times, but C4rift's, 
being reſerved co thoſe times for the glory of Chriſt, and 
of his appearance, as it was his voice thatſhook the earth 
at the giving of the Law, fo ic is his voice that muſt now 
ſhake Heaven and Earth both, Heb, 12. laſt, Ir is his 
Voice muſt raiſe the dead, Joh. 5.28, Not only the 
Myſtical dead in Sins and Treipaſles by his miſtical or 
Sp:r:itzal voice pur forth in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
( of which he may be underſtood to ſpeak ver, 25. in 
manifeſt difference from his way of ſpeaking here, ) but 
the dead properly, and therefore, whereas of the other he 
had faid, ver. 25. The hour :s coming, and now is, He 
ſaich not ſoof this hour, er. 28, that it ow 75, but that 
it 75 comtrg, Which is meant of his perional voice even as 
by his perſonal voice he raiſed £4247, This 1s indeed 
marvelous in compariſon wherewith the other, though 
very marvelous, yet hath no marvel in it, (and therefore 


- out Saviour ſays, marvel not ar this) yer Chriſt having 


ſaid it, who (hall dare to queition it. 

So likewiſe Chriſt in perſon is to beFadze of all wen, Chriſt 
appearing as man ( in that fore mentioned 17th of Ads. ) 
though this man is God alſo, | So 


(51) 

S$oalfo the times of refreſbing depend or derive them: 
ſelves from the preſence of the Lord, they iſſue and flow 
from that Boſom, A9, 3.19, andthat we might nor put 
it off with a ſpiritual preſence, the nexe words ſhew it is 


perſonal, and he ſhall ſend Feſus Chriſt, which before was 


reached unto you ; not Chriſt ſhall ſend the comforter, bur 
the Father ſhall ſend Jeſus again, whom che Heavens 
mult rece:ve untill the times of the reftitution of ali things, 
what violence mult be offered to theſe and 20 other Scrip- 
tures, if we allow not theſe times of refreſhing , and 
this reſtitution of all things, ro be 2t of all remes but ſpe- 
c:al times, and to come in with the revelation of Chrilt's 
glorrous perſon from Heaven, therefore he is cailed in A a- 
lach),the Su of righteouſneſs, who with his chearing,warm- 
ing,enlivening rayes and influence, ſhallboth ezl:ghten and 
quickes his own dead body firſt, & through them,all things 
in their juſt order, T confeſs they thar ſtate the utmoſt 
plory of C hriſts Kirgdem to lie, in the reformation of the 
old itate of things to a better degree only, are notobliged 
by thartheir judgment to expect Chritt's perſonal appear- 


ance in the work, his ſpiritual appearance, or the power of 


his ſpirir, in the way of Favth, having already ſucceeded 
in that work, and done much, and being able to do more, 
but it is not a hig}:c:, or berter degree of what now is, 


that will ante the heart and defign of this Love, nor the 


erounded hopes, and expeCtations of the Saints, bur a xew 
{ta.c of things, an old thing, is but an old thing till, be it 
repaired never 1o firmly, and fo is anold ſtate, the new 
ſtate hath a »ew root, and (prings up in a new [mage. 

 Buctheſe ure but Terms, let usattend, the thing, the 
Rort of this new ſtate is the = of the Lord F ſus, called 
the Lord .r-m Heaven, the Lord, that (pirit,that quicken- 
ing ſpirit , atid {uch a$he is, ſuch muſt the ſtate be that is 


brought forth by him, as is the Heavenly, ſuch muſt Sud | 
H 2 they ave heawve. 
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they then apvear to be when he ſhall appear, for he ſhall 
then appear in glory, 1 he glory of tre Father, inthe glory 
Ee of a quickening ſpirit, he is a quickening ſpiric now, aud 
Ws ch a) be we are jow the S 045 of Cod, bur it doth not yet «par, 
Ae \ abutish:47n God, his appearing is, when he 1':all appear 
1% £ he doth if wel Sho = 5 + an LF 
Je 7a uw, in changing us, we miltake Chrift's ap;eu2 ice, 
if we look on it, oaly us an s/j-#:ve appeara:ice, as a 
elorious object thar ſhall aRect our natural iences, (though 
he is, and will then be a moſt glorious obje&,.) buc if. 
we be aot furniſhed wich Spir7iual fences to take in his 
elorv, we ſhall be confounded by it, as all his enemies, (on 
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whom he Hall ler it forch ) will be, but if Chriſt thould 
do 19 mor*, but fer himſelf in the eye of his people as 
a 2/:rious of je!1, this were not to appear as a quickentng 
{p-r1', to appear as a quicknening ſpirit is to appear in a 
wo k .j rramſrma in, threuzhout tO the cransfo1 ming of 
Sou! and body, therefore itis ſaid, when hethall appear, 
we th2ul be !.b- him, for we (hall ſee him, as he is, thar is 
we hul fe him as 4 quickenirg ſpirit, by the power whereof 
our very Boztes ſhall be changed, and made like unto his 
#forio4s body, and this he (hall do i an ita, in the 
twinkling of an eye, for that is the working of a ſpi-tt , 
much more of this quickring ſpirit, therefore ir is ſaid hrs yo- 
wara is wh hims, and bs work before him, a quickening 
GHirit carries his ownetect in his own efficiency, cer. 
preſ-atly, at once, and 29 an an inſtant, It works ur lags 
and 1-1{urely, gradually, and ſucceihvely, thar ist WY 
ence between the preſent ſtate and that, how long are 
we geting Viftory.over corruption, but no ſoone- ihzll 
Chritt appear as a quickening {pirir, bur ſin inail be fo 
ucterly annihilated, as if ir had never been, neither root 
ror Braach of it left, to them that look tor hum thall 
tie appear (a 9v7igs , -x ſec2n40,) the fecond time v:rhout 
f4 uaco falyation, But this is not all, though ths is. a 

” great 
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reat change, the firſt Adam was w:thou! fin, and was ho- 

ly, but ſpere/ ality of holtnrſs (hall be the product of this 

2lorious appearance of the ſecond 41m, and as he was 

declared to beth: Son of God, with power according to the 

ſurtt of holtneſs, by tie returrettion from the dead, to ſhall 

his brethren, his memHers 1a their proportion be, by the 

removing of fin, ſbalithe %ur:!fl.:ſ, be taken away, thar 

isin all the Creatures, but by this ſpirit or ſpirituality of 

holineſs (hall a ſp: 1: ua! gicry break iorrht upou all the Crea- 

tares, whom in that day we tu!) ſee to be all of God, 

as the Apoſtle 1aith, 2 9.5.50. Thar hohneis in that day 

ſnall be univerſally 4.;Fuſed, diſpiayed upon all things, all 

enployments, ail eajoyments, E very Pot in feruſalems has Teck. 14 20. 

In. ſ. :0-94e Lord Roles writuoon the Bridles and: Bells. Al 

of the Hories, this is the ſpirituality of that day, it 

will curn a!l into fpirit, a cow: 7ſatio-. in Heaven, 1 walking 

in the truth, not in a vai thew, :h- truth filling all things, 

and exhibiting it [elf in every Sharow) form , fofilling it, 

and making it {4#ffas.:tv!, this is the 74/:de as I may lay of 

the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, his appearing is-the ap» 

peariug of power, the appearing of [:t-, [ when Chriſt, 5 PS 

who 3s 647 ife ſhall appear, } and-he is all life, his wards” © us ; 

were ſpirit and life , (is very body now is life and 1n y days oF hy; 

ſpirir. Ee | 
It is agrear vail beſore our eyes, the Nature of a Body. 

framit:g-Gaaronceprions.and taking in the notion of ir, 

from the bodies that we know, which are only zatura!, 

bur a-ſpir:tnal body 15 another thing, though a real body - þ 

full, and another vaii is Timer, that Chriſt's appearance 

ſhould d4-pend on ime, or be governed and ruled. by rime, . 

looking on- time, in an 4/14 notion from its work, . 


Lal 
s) 
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whereas Chriſt-and his t mes are.one, (H:itherto the Fa. . =" Fi 
ther work th, and I wek,) waen the work of Faith is fi- _ 
n:ibed, when pa;zepce harh had iis per fert work, when the + 4 
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fins of the Amzorites are full, and when the meaſure of the 
ſuferings of Chriſt are pd «p in his body miltical, 
which are all ſer and numbered, ( and cime doth bur ſerye 
ro meaſure rhofe, or rather is meaſured by theſe ), Chr; 
doth not turn up vain hour-glafſes, and fic idle till fo much 
time be run out, but waien his work is done, when Go 
hath glorifel himſelf in the tryed Faith, and patience of 
che Church, whea God hath wrought out that peice of 
Slory he delignes in, and under the ſuffering ſtate, then 
enters the bleſſed hope, which is bur one peice with the 
other, and ſhall receive illuſtration from ir. 

Of this ſtate I have many things to ſay, and thoſe 
hard to be underſtood, we are fo carnal and dull of fiear- 
ing, and indeed De Deo, ail wifi in Dee, of God and 
his Kingdom, nothing can be worthily ſpokea bur ia the 
ſpiric of that Kingdom, and therefore we may well ap- 
ply that of the Apoſtle here, The day ſhad aeclare it, in 
this day was John when he had the viſion of it, this was 
the Lords day undoubtedly he there meant, a day that 
will knock off from this world, and the concernes thereof 
in that.carnal ſinful way, that we now incumber our lelyes 
about them, which this appearance of Chriſt, ( as hath 


' been expected inward and powerful , as well as viſibly 


glorious ) will oaly prove ſuſficienc for, by giving us in 
exchange ſuch entertainment of another kind , as will 
reach us the righr ule of all things. Then indeeg-(hall the 
Saints be Spirnual perſo,s,{trangers ſhall ſtand & feed your 
flocks, and che Sons of the Aizen ſhall be' your Plow-men, 
and Vine dreſſers , but ye ſhall be named the Prrefts of the 
Lord, men (hall call you,the Mzxrſters of our God, Bſa.6r. 
6. Sothat, though they may have the uſe of flocks, and 
fields, and Vines, yet they (hall not encumber themſelves 
wich them, and their uſe of them ſhall be h1ghly Spiri- 
taal : Indeed their whole courſe and time (hall be as a con- 


tnued Feaſt of Tabernacles as we read, Zach, 14. 16. » 
| | the 
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the 29, Now Sir, if you ſayall this may be effected b 
a powerful and ſpiritual appearance of the Lord Jeſus honh 


his perſon: keep ſtill in Heaven, as in the primitive times, 


when by the falli,y dows of the ſpr71t upon believers, they 
fold therr pojjsf$10n5, and laid chem down at the Apoltles 
feet, andno man ſaid any thing was his own, but they. 


had all things common: IN:ail not deny bur if this were 


all that were to be done, it might be done fo, without 
che appearance of Chriſt's vi{ible perſon, Though yer 
the queſtion is not off what may potit>.y be done but of 


what way and meanes God hach o:datn'4 and appointed 


this new ſtate of things to be miniſt:ed into the world 


by, whether he hath nor conſign'd ,415 hoz.0ur peculiarly to | 
Chriſt, to bring in theſe times of refreſhing, and this - 


reſtitution of all :h:mgs > as when he wrought reconceliati- 


on for us, he appear'd in ji-/b, ſo now that he brings 
Salvation to appezr in glor1, Iam lure the ſcripture ſpeaks . 
in ſuch a fti'e, as ro favour, yea to prompt us to ſuch an un- - 


derſtand:ng, ſaying, the Lord ſhall ſend 7 ſus, and bring a- 
carn the tirſt begotten into the world, and thele times of 
- eſhing, they are faid to be from the preſexce of the 
ord, | 
But-this inward worke is not The Al, that isto be 


done in that day, but the dead are to be 7a:ſed, and as 


I conceive at the wery ere8ion of the glorious eſtate of 
this K'ngdom , elſe the Sarviving Saints ſhould 
prevent them, which the Apoſtle ſaith muſt not be, and 


the ſurviomg Saints muſt be changed at the ſame time, | 
or elſe it would be a aiſadvantageto furvive to Chiſt's | 


coming, Now if the dead be raiſed in the beginning of 
this Kingdom, then Chriſt muſt appear from Heaven, 
for by his worce muſt they be railed, aad leaſt any thould 
fay this may be by.a worce from Heaven, the pci fox of 
Chriſt keeping ſtill in Haven the Apoſtle prevents thar 


by . 
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by ſaying, the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
x DTheſ 4.16. 

Now we do not read, that after Chrifts deſcendin 
he ſhall return to Heaven again, nor is it probable he thouid 
leave all the raiſed Saints here on Earth all the time of 
his raigne ; Buc.chat he may give forth the glory of hi; 
glorious perſon graauasy, 1 do not deny, that is in ſuch 
-proportion as may ſtand with the enc's of it, which [ 
note, becauſe ſome cannot tell how to reconcue tu:14112 
and planting, and precreatic, With this new {tate, wiuch 
'the Prophets mention with i:, Eſa, 65, Which may by 
this be qualified, For chovzi-che putting away ot tin an; 
.death be a great change yer that Digs us no lugker ten 
the ſtate of Adamin rancher, which may be done by 
Chriit, and by his p-rfonal appearing, thovgh he give ur 
forth the-ſuil glory of his Frirituai body, to the ſur ty 2 
in2 Saints, that are to carry 04 tie encieae of thie new 
world, as he doth to the -a:;ſea Saints, 

And again, though in the rncreaſe of Chriſts govern- 
ment »ew N a:r0ns and people ſhall come in tucceſhveiy till 
there be zoze l-fithat have not ſubmitted, yet this no way 
impeaches, or is inconliſtent with this Artic'c [ of Chriits 
perional appearance to lay the Fouudatin jtour of this 
glorious ſtate or his Kingd:m} for theie reaſons, Firſt, 
If there be one glory of the Sur, anvuther of the 1M] cop, a- 
nother of the Stars, one ſtur 4jj-+177 from another Stat 
in glory in that ſtate, as the Apoitie {aich there 1nall, then 
doth not Chriſt ler forth -gua! g/9ry upon all, and if it 
differ in degree, then may :t lik-wile d.ffer in order of 
time, one before another ; there 15 ſuci) ai order in the 
reſurrefion, every one ſaith the Apoitie in 1s oxn order, 
Chriſt the firſt fruits, afterwards they that are Chr.ſts, 
at his coming then comethche end, whereth-re are chree 
.differing and long diſtant times for the refurre&:on, (> 
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in this Kingdom, or this glorious ſtate of the Kingdom: 
There are ſome to whom the firſt dominion ſhall come, 
Mich, 4.8, And that is to the Tower of the flock, to the 
daughter of Feruſalexz at leaſt in reſ>e&t of thote Barbarous 
Nations, (for Icannot think the 4e42vizg Gentiles that 
have carried up the Buklers againſt 4.z:ch;1ft ihailbe poſtpor- 
ed in that day, but) thoſe Heathen Nations th..: pals under 
the Name of Sodom and $' ama; ia (as Egypt and iþriin, Nc.) 
which ſhall be given to J-ruſal:»2 as aavghters thug), nor 
by her covenant as the Prophet Ez:h1el faith, ch. 16. 61, 
And the Prophet Eſ:y intimates there will be nations 
that have not h-ard c th: fame of Chriſt, nor ſeen h1s glory, 
co whom rhoſe that eſcape {of the terrible judgments ro 
be executed in the beginning of this Kingdom) ſhall go to 
the Nations a far off, to Tarſhish, Pal, and Lud, that 
draw the bow to Tubal and F:zwaz, and the Itfles 4 far 
eff, for it is probable the judgment wil) begin, (and fo the 
firſt ſeat of Chriſt's Kingdom ) in that part of the earth 
that hath been the ſeat of the fourth Monarchy, 

If this be thought to claſh wich what I have before aſſer- 
red,that Chriſt being a quickeningS$pirit,and acting as ſuch: 
a&'s not gradai/y, but in an inſtane, The anſwer is ready, 
that where he appears and puts forth himſelf, he carries 
his effe&t 1-7: ately irrefiſtably, but ir doth nor exzage 
his appearance to be univerſally and at once imparted to. 
the v hole Earth, chough in proceſs of time it ſhall ſpread 
over all, which ſuics with that in the 9th of Eſa, of the 
encreaſ” of jus Government and of peace, chere ſhall be 
no end. 

Buc it »c {ould wave this Article of Chriſts perſona! 
appearance, and not- concern itin the beginning of chis 
Kingdo.n, or at leaſt not his abiding reſidence, (which 
yet I do nor forego, ) yet our argument depends not on it, 
for whether Chriſt perſonally wow or no, till the very 
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laſt hour of judgment, yet it is univerſally agreed by all 
(that make Chriſt Kingdom on earth, an Article of their 
Faith, ) that the glorious ſtare of Chriſts Kingdom 75 1: 
of any, of every time, but hath its owx times to be revealed, 
and that is #2 the laſt das,as the Prophets unanimouſly de. 


Clare, and if we will believe the Prophets and Apoſtles, 


we muſt be all of that mind, The places are fo many 
and fo obvious, that I ſhall not ſpend time to name them, 
Ta the days of theſe Kings, ſaich Damel,hall the God of 
Heaven let up a Kingdom. 1z the Iaft days faith Eſuy, 
ſhall che Mountain of the Lords houſe be ſet up in the 
Top of the Mountains, Can any thing be more plain, is 
the zew Jeruſalem come down from God Out of Heayen, 
is the ew Heaven, and the new Earth come, is the Earth 
full of the knowleds of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
Sea > Isthe Lord King over al! the Earth, is the Lordoze, 
and his Name oxze throughout the world > How then can 
you ſay this Kingdom of Chriſt, ( or rather this ſtate of 
Chriſt Kingdom, of which we enquire ) is of a t4yzes one 
as well , one as much as another, and is to receive zo ac- 
ceſi10n of giory in the end of this old corrupt world, more 
then it hath had already, when the Prophet Eſayfrom the 
mouth of God faich, that Chriff himſelf ſhall ſhine forth in 
a ſeven fold greater glory then he hath yer appeared in, to 
men, - or to Saints, and the Church ſhall take a degree pros 
portiopable, for the light of the Moon (hall be as the light of 
the $un,and the light ofthe $uz ſhall be ſevex-fold,as the 
light of ſeven days, in the day when the Lord ſhall bind 
up the breach of his people, and heal the ſtroke of their 
wound, Eſ.. 20. 26. 

But to remove as much as in me is any ſtumbling 9k 
that may yet hinder your cloſing with me, I ſhall open my 
ſelſe yer farther, touching the perſonal appearance of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, d:ſtizgui/þ:zz3 ir from thoſe many 3's 
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erful comings that are mentioned of him in the Scrivtne: 
which though accended with glorious and powerful effects, 
yet are not this Perſonal comme whereof we enquire, There 
are many powerful and ſpiritual comings of Chriſt, bur Sy 
there are #ut ?wo Perſonal comings, This I prove from that 

Text, Heb. g. laſt, Asirt is appointed to all men oce 

todye, and after that the judgment, (o Chriſt was «:* 

offered to bear the {ins of many, and to them that loo! 

for him (ſhall he appear ( *4ige ex ſecunda ) THE. 
SECOND TIM E without fin, ugto falvatica , 

there are bur his fir## and his ſecond appearance Perſozal, 

there are many comings mentioned ww this ſpecificatt- 

0a ex ſecurao, This therefore being here added,diſtinguitles 

ic from thoſe, and ſhews it to be of the ſam kind, and in 

the ſame 7azk with his firſt coming in reſpect of Perſozality 

though in a far differing way in reſpett of glory, His (e- 

cond perſonal appearance is alſo expreſly diſtinguiſhed 


from his other comings, As 1. 11, By two of the An- 


gels wi inthe form of men ſtood by the Apoſtles, as 

they were looking after him, at the aſcention in white 
apparre], who faid unto them, ye men of Galilee why 

ſtand ye Gazing up into Heaven. This ſame Feſus which 

is taken up from you into Heaven, ſhall ſo come 1 like 
manner, as ye have feen him go into Heaven, the ſame *7% #27 
Jeſus, and in che ſame manner ( that is ) 21%) and bodily TP TG 
not ſpiritually only, Now theſe charaReriſtical notes of © 
diſtinRion in theſe places do diſtinguiſh his coming there 

ſpoken of, from his coming mention:d in other places 

without them.” Though I grant in other places his Per- 

ſonal coming is many times mentioned without theie, and 

only. in ſuch Terms, and Phraſes, as are common to all 

his comings;; as 2 Pet. 1,16. we have: not followed cun- 


_ ningly deviſed fables, when we made known unto you the 


porer , and coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , which 
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place undovhred!y intends is viſible and perſona! 
glorious comuty,, hich was exnibired in the tranfigurati- 
on as ina Type,or foretalt, aid is 19 be in a like glory and 
vilibiliry of his perion in dae c:-ne, yer he ſpeaks of ir 
withno ſpeciality but power, whicitis coinmon to all his 
comings,fo likewiſe that day of Chriit which the Apoſtle 
Paul ſets the Theſſaloatons right in, who were ready to 
think theday of the Lord to be at hand, 2: Theſ, 2. was 
this day of his glorious Perſonal appearance we look for, 
yet the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it only, as an #:phany, which 
is a Tein ?policable to any glorious marn!';eftation of his 
ſpiritual preſence and appearance, So in rie third place 
the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt is a Teim common to 
his ſpiritual, as well as his perſonal appearance , and is 
uſed promiſcuouſly, x Cor, 1.7. Itis there uſed of his ſpi. 
ritual appearance, waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which in the Greek is the Revelation of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but in the ſecond to the Theſ. x. 7, 
The ſame word is uſed in his Perſonal coming, that which 
Inote from hence is,that the Perſoralappearance of Chriſt 
is a powerful, a glorious coming and appearance, a reve- 
lation,but every powerful & glorious coming or revelation, 
75 not the ſecond appearance, or revelation of Chrift's perſon, 
T ſhall rake the ſeveral comings in order as they lie in the 
New Teſtament , there is a ſpiritual coming of Chriſt 
which he promiſed his Diſciples to abate their grief , 
for his departure when he was about .to leave them a 
little while, Joh. 14.18. I will not leave you comfort- 
leſs, I will come to you, This Itake to be over and above, 
beſides the promiſes of the comforter, of whom he had 
ſpoken inthe verſes immediately before [_ I will pray 
the Father, and he ſhall give you another . comforter, e- 
ven the Spirit of truch ] Chrif, and che ſpirit, chough 
the ſame in nature, yetare Perſonally diſtinguiſhed, og 


v 
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ſa, werſ. 28, He repeats this promiſe , ye have heard, 
how I aid unto you, 4 go away, and come agatn unto you: 
And gain, <<. 16.16. A little while, and ye tha!! ,o: 
ſee 12', andagain alittle while and ye ſhall ſee me, which 
he incalcates again, ver. 22. ye now therefore have fſur- 
row, but 1 willſee you again, and your heart (hall rejoice, 
and yonr joy, no man taketh from you ; all theſe Sc'ip- 
tures intend not {hat we{ible appearance, which Chriſt 
made to his Ditciples after he arcſe tor many reaſons, 
I. Becauſe they are all coxſecutive of the ſending of rhe 
comforter which was not ſent till after his Aſerntion, 2. 
The ſight of Chriſt before his Aſcentwon, was not improwe 
ed ro ſuch glorious advantages as he tells them, this thall 
be : toinſtance, bur in two only, the 1. you have Joh.14. 
20. At thatday ye ſhall kow, that / am in my Father, 
and you i me, and I ;1 jou, The ſecond, you have ch. 16. 
23. In tharday, ye ſhall ask me nothing, verily, verily, I 
fay unto you, whatſoever ye thall ask the Father in my 
Name, he will give it you,hitherco ye have asked nothing 
in my Name, ask, and ye ihall receive, that your joy 
may be full. Bur after that che Holy Ghoſt came up- 
on them, they rece:wved power, ( as our Saviour tells them 
they ſhould ) to improve the advantages of their ſtate 
and intereſt, yer I ſay this was more then the ſending of 
the comforter to them, even theexbibition of his ſpiritue 
al perſon to the eyes of their minds, or their inward 
man, for fo Chriſt hath appeared and exiibited him- 
ſelf, according to his good pleaſure, and as the exi- 
gence hath required to his cholen ones both before his 
coming in the fleth, and ſince to many Saints, and Mar- 
tyres, tO Sans on their death veds, as well as to Mare 
tres in their ſufferings ; for Chriſt hath, and ever had # 


perſon in the ſpirit, Before Abraham was, Tam, he was 7» Joh. 8. 52; 
. ON Or Ga 
the world, and the world was made by him , and the Joli-+.J6, 
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world knew him not, he in this ſpiritza! cron avpeared 
ro the Patriarks, and ſpake unto the Prophets, Thence 
had chey that «f{ureazice of the ward thiat came to them, and 
that confiaeiice, to engage upon it, a2ain{t all rhe diſiwaſt« 
ons of fleſb and blood, as Avraham in leavins his own 
Countery and offeriz2 his Son, and againſt all the Ter- 
ror of men and this world , yea this preſence, this ap- 
pearance how hath it triumphed over all the power of the 
enemy, aud fwal.owed up death, the King of Terrors iy 
Victory, and that this hatch been clirough the ſpiritual 
ſence and demonſtration of the Lord himpelife both their 
own affirmations, and tne Teſi1mm9zy of the Holy Ghoſt 
tumſelf in the Scriptures do (ſhew , which ſpeak of he 
Lads appearing to them. 

The next that we read of Chriſts comings ( to paſs 0- 
ver his ſending the ſpirit, in the day of Pentecoit, and 
tae manifeſtation of the fſviric in manifold -xtraordinar 
erf:s, then and afterwards during chat age of the Apoſtles) 
is his coming in the deſiru#/on of Frraſalrmn, dilmantling 
the Jewiſh Church, and Nation, and removeing Judaiſm, 
of this coming the Epiſtles are ſull, and many of thoſe 
intimations are miſtaken, as if intended of Chriſts laſt com 
zng,as that Phil, 4,5, Letyour moderation be known unto 
all men, the L514 is at hazd ; and thoſe placesin Heb, ro, 
25, 37, and ch, 12, 26, and fames5.8. They all re- 
fer immedtately to the deſtrution of Jeruſalem = though 
chrough that as a Tipe, they look at the deſtruction of 
earthly Feruſalem, and Bav:l1y ar Chriſt next coming. 

Thirdly, we find a coming of Chriſt both promiſed 
and threatned to the ſeven Churches of Affa, 1, The 
Church of Epheſus is threatned, ifſhe repent nor, thar 
Chriſt ill come unto her quinkly and remove her C andle- 
ſtick, 2 Rev, 5.and fo the Church of Pergamus, werſ, 16, 
is threatned wich Chriſt coming to them, and :0.f125t 4. 

_ 
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cainft them with the ſword of his mouth, But the faithful 
in Thyatira are 1ncouraged to hold faſt, that they ha, 
tl he came, veiſ, 25, Soallothe Churchof Philadelphia, 
ch. 3. 11, Behold { come quickly, hold that faſt which 
thou haſt, char noman take chy crown, and to that pit- 
tiful Laodiceawerſ.20, Behold I ſtand at the door and knock, 
ifany man heremy voice and open the door I will come 1#to 
him,and will ſup with him,and he with me. Thus God came 
in the diſmantling of theſeChurchesalſo,ſaveing all the ſound 


Materialshe foundin them, &providing otherwiſe for them, 


| 4. The next coming of Chriſt, we read of, is, his 
coming ( ar the opening of the 6:h ſeal, in the dſo- 
Lution of the Heathen Empire, or of Heatheniſm in the 


Roman Empire, whichis ſer forth, in ſucha ſtile, as ſome 


have taken it for the laſt and gezeral Judgment, whereof ir 
was a lively figure and repreſentation, Rewel, 6, from x2. 
tro the end, 

5. The next coming of Chriſt, is his coming upon 
the man of fin, after he had, by the ſpace of a thouſand 
years fixed his throne, and Ulutpationover all Chriſten- 
dome (for the generallity of ir, ) called the Holy City, 
Setting himſelf inthe Temple of God whom the Lord by 
the Spiritof his mouth, in his witneſſes and reformers 
conſumes and brings toa s&eleton 1n order to deſtroy him, 
with the brigh:nefs of his coming, 

Now as all the appearances of Chriſt tothe Fathers an.l 
the Prophets, were gradual and preparatory WOrkings to 
his firſt Perſonal appearance, wherein and wherewith alt 
heminiſtred the light, and notice of his ſecond appearance, 
{oall theſe ſeveral comings of Chriſt lince his a(cention,are 
ſo many gradual ſteps and preparations to his ſecond and 
glorwas Perſ1ual appearance and coming, 

And as none of thofe aprearances of his to the Fathers 
and the Prophets were iis fit: perionul appearance, tuch 
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(64) 
45 was promiſed and intended by God, and ——_ 
thoſe that believed the promiſes, ſo neither do any of 
theſe comings ſince Chriſts aſcention diſcharge the promiſe 
of God, or the expectation of believers, but that they 


groundedly expect not only a farther and fuller Revelation 


of Chriſt, but a Perſonal appearance and deſcending of the 
Son of man from Heaven toauly, after the ſame manner as 
he appeared the firſt time, and as be aſcezded though in 
2 far greater glory, which ſecond appearance of his in 
perſon will fas our Salvation, as his firit did perfe# our re= 
conciliation, 

The neceſſity of this ſecond and perſonal appearance 
for theſe ends will appear more clearly after we have re- 
moved one objection, which may lie in the minds of ma- 
ny, itis this, 

Chriſt is a ſpirit, a quickning ſpirit, the Lord, that ſpis 
rit, His Body 1s ſpiritual, a ſperitual body, can ad at a di- 
ſtance, why therefore may not all that is to be perform- 


_ ed for the Church, be done by Chriſt without changing 


his place , why muſt we needs underſtand his deſcend- 
ing from Heaven, to be Local, viſible, and bodily. Why 
may not a vertual preſence ſerve the turn, and eſpecial- 
ly, when the phraſe of Scripture favours ſuch a ſence, for 
it is ſaid, he cometh zz a cloud, © r29iay, Luk, 21, 27, and 
he ſhalldeſcend from Heaven #4 ſhout in the worce of the 
Archangel, in the Trump of God, » wavouart & gon 
Agzzyyirs x, &» ATIyY x $t8 not 1s but 9, as if the ſhout, 
the voice of the Archangel, the Trump of God, were 
che vehicle, andthe wertue or power of Chriſt, put forth 
therein, were all the appearance he makes, and all the 
voice he puts forth, and not his Orgazical voice, It 
was the voice of Angels that ſhook the earth, at the giv- 
ing of the Law, though ic be call'd his worce, he put- 
ting forth his power therewith, and with chat voice, and 
Wit 


(65) 
with that effect is this ſhaking of Heaven and Earth þa- 
rallel'd, Heb, 12, To which may be added that Chriſt is 
Goa, as well as Man, and hath all paper in Heaven and 
Earth, and his very humane Nature is carried up to the 
ri2ht hand of power, and in aflociation with his Divine 
Nacure, is thereby qualified to at as a ſpirit, yea as God, 
and the Centurion coald ſay , when he ſoughe Chriſt 
for his ſervant, and Chriſt told him, he would come and 
heal him, ſpeak but the word, and thy ſervant ſhall be 
healed, as much as to ſay, no need of Local motion, or 
corporal application, to all which Ianſwer, r. Of che 
power of Chrift , who is the r7zue God, and eterual life , 
there is no diſpute, He can do whatſoever he pleaſes 
by a «0-4, by aBeck, by a motion of his will, nor do we 
limit, circumicribe, or give Laws to aſpiritual body, which 
in the fpirir is, and can act as the ipiric, fo that the 
queſtion is nor of what is ſimply poſſible co Chriit, bar 


| the queſtion is, what is the will, the counſel, the de 


termination and appointment of the Father, 

2, The ſame argument will lie againſt the neceſſiey of 
Chriſt's frft Perſozal appearance , for Cliriſi was the 
Lamb lain from the Foundations of the world in the 2s 
of God, and his Sacrifice did operate as an atonement with 
and 0n the behalf of all the far2ful from the begining, 
and they beheld this Sacrifice, and reaped tne comfore of 
it, in all therr Sacrifices under the Law , yet all this 
made nor the perſonal appearance of the Lao of Gad, 
in fleſh needleſs, for all thole figures had their vertar from 
this, and all the Faith of the Saints look unto this in 
thoſe ſbadgws, Now if notwithſtanding all th.s, it was ze- 
c:{jary that Chriſt ſhould come in the fleſh and fulfi! thoſe 
ſhadows that pointed to him, wica had elicail been ® 
vain, The cauſes the ſame, here in reſpe& of his ſe. 
cond appearance, for all che judgments that have been 
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hitherto ſhewed and executed on Jens; or Heathens, for 
reſiſting Chriſt, or on the Artichriſtian world, for mocking 
of Chriſt, have not yet ſucceeded ſo as to make Chrift's 
Victory perfect, to put all Enemies under his feet, nor all 
the Salvation outward Or izyard, that he hath wrought, 
for his followers have not given them ref froz all their 
labour and ſorrow, and hard Bondage, wherein they have 
been made to ſerve both inward and outward, they 
have not yer received the hope, or Harveſt of the righ- 
teonſneſs of Faith, bur wait for it, they have not yer 
received the quiet and full pofſeſſion and fruition of their 
inheritance, neither of Heawver, nor Earth, but only the 
earneſt of it, The whole payment awaits this ſecond 
glorious Perſonal appearance of the Lord Jeſus from 
Heavea. 

Not but that the things are great which have been done 
by the ſpirit, and were Faith proved, what a glorious 
improvement farther might be made of our preſent ſtate 
and interefi > but as that firſt miniſtration of the Law, 
though glorious 7x its end and tendency 2 Yet as that end 
drew near did Sink and became leſs powerful,in the Letter, 
2nd even declized as 2 ſhadow, and came to nothing, fo this 
miniſtration of che Goſpel from Chriſt's firſt appearance 
may be expeted tobe, ( with the generallity of profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, ) as Chriſt's ſecoud appearance comes 0n, 
inſomuch that the very Faith of it, will be even vaniſh- 
ed our of the Earth , Lukb, 18. $. And little but the 
form of goodſ1neſs, without the power, to be found among 
many, if nor the moſt of profeſſors, yea the ſincere, the 
true feed will be ſenſible of great failowms, great 4e- 
cayes 6f ſpirit, to relieve which, is that promiſe of the ſp:r:t, 
to D2 poured from on high onthe wilderneſs, the latter rate, 


. and of ſending Elzas, to turn the heart of che Fathers 


:9 the Children, and rhe Children to the Fathers, c 
3o. i 
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2. IF all theſe places of Scripture mighcbe ſolved and 
anſwered with a wertual and effeGua! preſence and 2Þ= 
pearance of Chriſt, yet the Faith and aeſiresof the ſpouſe, 
cannot be ſatistied without the Perſezal preſexce and en- 
joyment of her glorious Head, and Bride-groom, who is 
more to her then all, whom having zot ſzen ſhe lowes, 
in whom, chough ſhe ſee him not yer believing, ſhe re- 


Fojces with joy unſpeakable, and full cf glory, and what 


hath ſhe an eye for, but to ſee him, and why did he take our 
N ature and Form: but to be ſocontemplated and enjoyed by 
his people, eſpecially when we takein this, that in every 
line, in every feature of that al-gloriaus face and perſon, 
we ſhall ſee Divinity ſparkling forth, and if we could 
Entertain our ſelves here, with his good things, withour his 
Perſon, yer he cannot ſo ſatisfie himſelf to withhold himſelf 
in the moſt full and perfect way of enjoyment from us. 
He that left the Fathers boſome to die for us, will herefuſe 
ro drink the fruit of the vine, the wine of joy, with us, 
in the Kingdom of his Father > If there were no 
other reaſon, that I confeſs ſticks with me, and is of 
ic {elf alone ſufficient, that our Saviour ſaich, Father I 
will, that thoſe whom thou haſt given me be nh wm, 
where I am, that they may behold my glory ; will Chriſt then 
ſend them from his preſence to the earth, and not accompe- 


zy them thither, (if the Scriptures had ſaid nothing of - 
it,) or will he come down with them, and not continue 


with them, there while they continue there 2 How can 
we ever be with the Lord, ( as from the change it is faid 
we ſhall, ) if Chriſt keep 1» Heawer, and we be «pon 
the Earth? How did it animate. Stephen when the ſtones 
vere about his Eares, with what ſweetneſs did it fill his 
pirit, when the Heawens opened upon him, and he ſap 
Jeſus flanuding at theright hand of God, Yow will itani- 
mate , how will it raiſe and influence the . who!e Bod) 
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(68) 
»;y[ical to ſee Chriſt, with his Heaven and all his glory 
to come down, and dwell in the midſt of them, which 
is no more then the ſpirit affirms ſhall be , for be- 
hold :he Tabernacle of God ( which is the perſon of the 
Lord ſeſus, and that zot without his humanity, for thar 
properly is the Tabernacle of God ) 1s with men, for {a 
it is ſaid of his incarnation, #o*nwoay ni. 'He Ta- 
dernacled in the midſt of us, as the Tabernacle of old 
was pitcht 1n the midft of the Tribes, in their encamping 
in the wilderneſs, But beſides this, there are many 0- 
ther reaſons as well as Scriptures to induce to believe 
this Article of Chriſt's perſonal glorious appearance, and 
reſidence with his peoplein that glorious ſtate of his King- 
dom, as being thatpornt, to which the eye of our Fa:th and 
expectation 1s conſtantly direFed both as the neceſſary 
produceing and conſerving cauſe of all.that felicity, Tr 
is the center into which all the lines from the whole c:r- 
eumference do ſtrike, and wherein they meet, It is the 
Crown and perfe8on of all the antecedent and inchoate Sal- 


vations without which chey would be but Embrio's and 


abortives, 


(69) 
To Philalethes Himſelf. 


SIR, 


' Have now done with your argument; my greateſt tas 
$15 behind, & to addreſs a few lines to jour ſelfe : a task 
' ſogreat that I can truly fay by the difficulty Ila- 
boured under in the proſpe# of it, I was hindered 
from putting Pen to Paper longer jthen the Angel was 
withſtood by the Prince of Perſia, Dan, 10. 13, 
» The difficulty aroſe from a twofold ground , firſt the 
common and general nature of oppoſit;on and controverlie, 
which (as is obſerved of Way) is a fluttiſh thing, and re- 
quires more than ordinary skill and circumſpection, that 
we wound not our friends inſtead of rel:iving them againſt 
their miſtakes, | 

2, From the peculiar nature of your cauſe, and your j1;- 
gular way of mannazing it; your caule carrying ſpiritualiiy 
in its banners, and your way of mannaging it, with re- 
ference to #1 ſelf, being with all chriſtian candor and friend- 
ly reſpe#, and that not only in your Ep:file Deaicatory, bus 
through all the parts of your diſcourſe. 

How I have comported with the ſpirituality of your 
deſign, I muſt leave to your ſelf, and the impartial Reader 
ro judge, I can truly fay, I heartily defired and endeayour- 
ed to be found in a full compliance with it, being ſorry for 
nothing more then to find {© fazy, ſo lovely an [mage of 
your mind, engaged in fo unhappy an oppoſition, and diſ- 
membred from itſelf, And ſure 10 other then the Enemy 
hach done this, for as the Woman « not without the Man, 
nor ch:: M az without the Womas in the Lord : fo neither is 
Leicer wichout Spirit, nor Spirit without Letter, che out- 
ward ſora? without the nnard, nor the imrard without: 
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(70) 
che outrard in the Lord:no more than the Soul is without 
the Body , or the Body without the Soul , in living 
man, The outward form in Chrifts Kingdom, being as the 
Woman, the Letter, the Body, which is the image and glory 
of the May, 1, e. of the inward form and ſpirit, Iris fo in 
the Lord, There is indeed a fate wherein they are not found 
together, and thence ariſes your dilgait, becauſe in Axti- 
chriſfts kingdom you find the letter without the Spirit, and 
not only form without power, but the ourrard ſorm exal ing 
it ſelf, and behaving it ſelf uncomely again{t the inward 
ſirir and life, denying It, laying ir by, ſerting up it ſelf in 
the room of ir, and this not only among the Pap:ſts, bur 
thoſe that call themſelves R:jarmed, yea, what form, what 
judement, what perſwaſion can waſh their hands of chis 


'guilt more or lels, how few even among our pureſt Churches 


bur have defiled their garments this way. Bur Sir, let us 
remember, 41: 7s zot ſo tn the Lord, nor will it be o in his 
aay and Kingdom. While things are thus carried, ir is 
Antichriſts day, noc Chrifts day. Ir will then be other. 
wiſe, This makes us look a4 long for his appearing. I con- 
feſs if we mult have but the one, the Spirit, or inward 
elory, were by infinite degrees to be preferred hefore the 
outward form and glory, by all that have taſted char the 
Lord is gracious, for he is 4 wing Stove that puts life in- 
to all that are joyned to him, There is no life and peace 
but in the Spirit: To iuch a one, To be carnally minded i 
death, If we ſeek an outward kingdom, an outward glory, 
thar ſhall nor be all Spirit ; It is as the ftrerching our our 
hands to a firange God, and forge:ting the :ame of the Lord 
our God, and will nor God ſearch this out, But on the 0- 
ther hand, conſider what the Spiric himſelf faith, not only 
as before, The Man is nor without the Woman in che 
Lord, but the body i for the Lord, and the Lord for the bod) 
the Spirit and rhe inward glory delights in the Body or 
Tmaze of uts manifeltation wwhost, waits for ir, and : = 
| ecte 


(71) 
fected in it, for though ic be ſaid my ſrength is perfetted 


in weakneſs, yet itreſts not till it hath 7emowed weakneſs, 
and therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, though now we are weak 


in him, yer we ſbal live by the power of God towards you, * £213: 4 


We (ball havea time to ſb4ze,and be acknowledged? a time 
to apprar what now we do not, Otherwiſe this bodily and 
wifible Creation were in 214;n, and as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of ſpeaking in unknown Tongues, (in the Spirit, they ſpeak 
Myſteries, but their underſtanding was urfruitful) fo hera 
even Chrift ſhould in vain take fleſh, and in vain retain hue 
m14n nature and form in glory, Nay, he © not glorified in 
his human nature if 4i1s Members ſhall not therein be glo- 
rified likewiſe with him, Do we ſuffer in our bodies, 
and in our outward circamſtances ſuffer with Chriſt, and 
ſuffer for Chriſt, and ſhall we not in the ſame be glorified to- 
gether ; was the Earth made iz vain, to be only the range 
of wild Beaſts, was it not made to be znhabited and planted 
with righteouſneſs, and for the will of God-to be done in 


it, and will you call this an outward K irgdom, and incon- 


ſiſtent with ſpirituality, becauſe ir is v1/ible, and the obje&t 
of ſence, Are we not fain in the preſent ſtate to ab/iraF 
from our bodies, our ſences, when we would converſe with 
Divine things, as the Prephets that were in Trances, when 
in the viſiops of God, is not this, through the weakneſs of 
the Viſjel, and is ir not the glory of God,and the happineſs. 
of Man, wheu this ſhall be done away, When allo there 
ſhall be 0 pricking Bryar, zor grieving Thorn ;, no Pertecu- 
tion, no oppreſſion, no wants, no ſickneſs, nor pain, do 
not theſe much hinder us from bringing forth thoſe delrcj- 
cus fruits of Praiſe, which we ſhall abound in, when thele 
are removed, Sir, I wonder that a perſon as you are;. 
thar are not only acquainted with the Theory of what IL 


I COr.14-23 
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ſpeak, bur the experience?that have ſuffered under the fxej# 


and moſt refined formes of thi old Y/orl:!, and their unrigh- 
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(72) 


teons «{.rpation 1n the things of God, of which I perceive 
you have a quick ſence ſtill remaining with you, that your 
ears ſhould be fo heavy to the News of « New Wor!d, Weere 
it a cunnin? deviſed Fable, an officious Lye, to deceive the 
pain of the preſent circumſtances, I ſhould commend your 
high reſolution, not to be beholden to ſuch colluſtons : or 
were wein a haſty ſpirit of wrath, and reveng, calling for 
fire from Heaven upon our Perſecutors, you would be ju- 
ſtified, if you ſhould rell us, we know not what ſpirit we 
are of, But when it is not eur device, but Gods rewealed 

Counſel and deſign : It is not our eaſe, bur his glory, that is 

chiefly concern'd herein, pray let us not be witer then he, 

nor more free of his glory, and ourown ſufferings, then he 

himſelf is pleaſed ro be, LET GOD HAYE A 

KINGDOM AMONG MEN. Give it not away 

0 Satan, to Antichriſt, they have had it long enough. 1s 

it not ſaid, for thy Glory, All things are and were Created, 

Is not his Name blaſphemed continually every day, while 

they thatRule over his people make them ro howl > Is this 

ail the Kingdom God 1hall be allowed in the world, to be 

glorified in the far/th and partence of his ſuffering Saints 3 

Doth nor the Apoſtle ſay, Ir « a r:ghteous thing with God 

to render tribulation to them that trouble you, and 10 10u that are 

troubled, reſt withw, © c, Comend for fpirituality as much 

as you will, I ſhall joyn with you, There is need enough 

{0 to do, bur oppoſe not the w1/#4/r), the univerſality of 

Chriſts Kingdom, who muſt be K »; over all the Earth, 

known and acknowledged by all, Zach.14.9, Ani wheres 

as you fay towards the end of your Book, © Chat i is ex- 

* pectation ſavours too ſtrongly of the ſpirit of the 51d per- 

© fecuting Few, who through che expectation of ſuch a glo- 

© rious Meſſiah, rejefted the Methah in that tnder he 

© mage of him{eif, and Crucified him, I hope Sir, you 

ntend not heeby to caſbiere and cur of that preple rom 
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(73) 
their part in the glorious ſtate of that Kingdom; who 
If they had not wamnggr promiſes and aſſurances of a ſpe- 


cial regard to them, in the turn of chings , that God 
will make in that day, and that they were not to be an e- 
minent and ſignal zn{tarce of the irrefiſtable power and 
prevalency of the rich, free, and boundleſs grace of God, 
as I am well ſatisfied they are from the 11h to the 
Romans, and multitudes of other places, yet for the ui- 
werſality of this Council of grace , which is to take in 
the whole Barth, they muſt upon thar account be allowed 
tr come in for their ſhare, with the reſt of the Nations. 
Their error was, that they overlook't the Teſtimony of 
the Prophets,yea, of the ſpirit of the 2deþ14h himfelfin the 
Prophets, that teſtified b:fore hand of the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
and of the glory that ſhould follow , they were not miſtak- 
en in expecting «glorious H-fi;ah, but in expecting him 
out of the order and time that God had ſer for it, bur 
now that Chriſt hath ſuffered, yea, and his Body my{ti- 
cal hath All'd up the meaſure of his ſuffering in rhem- 
ſelves under the 42 months of the Beaſt; it we deny 
him his Kingdom, ſhall we nor, not only perſecute him, 
bet all his members likewiſe, worſe then the Jews did, 

You fay, in the entrance upon this argument, you woul:s 
7:0t be concluded as a meer ſtranger to the nature and circums 
fances of this controwerſie, having read Mr, Brightman, and 
Mr. M4:4e, but found them dete&ive, Sir, I have thar 
charity for Ph:lalethes ( according to the Import of his 
name, and for the long experience and acquaintance I 
have had with him, ) tht he would not prevarzeate with 
his-lighr, nor ſpeak ot rice againft the leaſt cruth he was 
convinced of, But Sir, youarenor 1£1074nc, that though 
cruch be eternal in its ſpriz2-head in God, yerin 1efpe&t 
of its diſcovery to us, it is the darghier of i2me, there are 
ſeaſons for all truths ro come forth iaro rhe world, there 
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Ws. 
was fo for the Goſpel, 1 Tit. 2. 3. Mr. Brightman lived 
and died remo:er from the times of this light, Mr, Meade 
wholived nearer to them ſaw farther. Bur beſides (Sr) 
there is, as. in one place of your Book ( pag. 65. ) you 
expreſs,a certain Dive poſition, aud configuration of minds, 
2s well as things, that diſpoſerch, or indiſpoſerh them 
for ſome truths, and therefore conſidering this poſition azd 
configuration in Mr, 2---, who was alwaies in his opinion 
for conformity, and for the Hierarchy in the Church, ic 
is tobe admired that he (ſhould engage fo far, as he did, 
incthis cauſe of Chriſt's glorious Kingdom on earth, and it 
adds no final! weighr to the evidence of char truth, that 
againſt the intereſt of that opinion wrought. him over to this 
{ide, which, (had he lived to ſee the improvements of 
it, that have been made fince ) might for ought I know 
have wrought him off from his conformity, Bur befides 
this allo, there are unhappy prejudices like falſe lights or 
diſadvantagious Mediums, through which we take an ac- 
count of ſome truchs, There are two which I ſuſpect in 
your ſelf, and many good men, 1, An apprehended icon, 
ſaſtency , or irreconcileableneſs between outward and 11 
zard in the Kingdom of Chriſt, co which Ihave applied 
ſomething in the foregoing diſcourſe. The ſecond is the 
foul mixtures of man, you may have ſeen in ſome, that 
have been in the general of this judgment, and the rrregu- 
larittes it hath tranſported them unto, To this, beſitles 
what I have applyed already, lerme add, there isa puret 
and cleaner way of taking up of truth, then from men, 
or their Books, or the worſer comments on them , ther 
praflices, and that is from the pure Fountains themſelves, 
che Scriptures of truth defzcated of all impure mixtuies 
of men, where this Doctrine and hope fands purg'd 
from all ſuch irregularities, or evil rendencies, as well 
by the Auihor, who fets up this Kingdom, the God of 
| Heaven, . 


00 

Heaven, who is the God of order, not of confuſion, as by 
the Nature of ic, which is Healing, Reftoreing, Re- 
frejhing, Seeking the good of all, eventhe whole Creation, 
which groazes {or it, and all Nations defire it, and will 
only find reſt in it, and nothing but A4ztichri/t and Hel! 
are diſturb'd by it, By this toacn-ftone and ſtandard , 
I deiire you to try and examine both, what I have writ- 
*en Rere, and in the book 1 ſect yeu before, both for 
be *07: , and 97%", both what, and nhat many of time 
eh Scriptures of the Prophers and Pen men of rhe Ho- 
ly thoſt domean, that write of this Kingdom, of Chriſt. 
I gnnor ſuſpect or immagine you have nv concerne 

for yow f-lluw members, or lay not to heart their ſuffer= 
ings throwhot the netld, though you, andil, and ſore few 
others mayenjoy a ereathing t1me, in which God is to be 
acknowiedge{in the fiſt place,and his inſtraments ſecon- 
darily, elpecidiy, if of good will they promote ir, bur 
what is this to the g-aerality of Chriſts intereſt through- 
out the Nations, Vhat though they have been unki,d to 
#5 As Foſephs brethren were to him, yer they are our 
brethren, and when Chriſt ſhall come with clouds, and 
they ſhall /cok oz» him, vthom they have Peirced , they 
will mourn becauſe of him. Nor do I envy your ftrexgth, 
your fulneſs, your jy in the preſext ſtate, would to God 
it were more, I know you are warned of the Cort 6144 
and the Luodicran riches and fulneſs, notto take up with 
them, ir is certain the Lord hath made proviſion by 
che Goſpel of his Son, that our joy ſhould be full, 1 Jeb, x. 
4. There is a fulneſs in the preſent ſtare of Faith, to 
that we miſtake not this for atfolute fulneſs, Ir 3s not 
tne fulae(s of that ſtate thar ſhall! be, Ir mighcbe im- 
1roved tro more then it is, and is impreved by (ore 
. or rather 7 ſoxe through grace ) morethen it is by, or in 
«thers : But all the fulneſs that ever was, is, or (1.ai' 
i. given forth in'the preſent ſtare, is not to prevez! = 
| E3 MALE 
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(75) 
make needleſs Chriſts ſecond andglorious viſible appearance, 
nor are the greateſt meaſures of it, that are given forth 


to any, to {top their mouths or diſcharge them from tra- 
velir.g C by faith, and prayer, and utmoſt improvement of 
their intereſt ) for this glorious appearance, for then / 
their Table would vecome their ſyare, and therefore when / 


we flagg and are apr to take up in preſent manifeſtations 
and ſpiritual. enlargments, the Lord gives us thiraes 4 
the Fleſb, Auplicaniur lateres, as it was in E) t,to quickn 
our Travel, and to ſer us a ctying might; y to Gy tO 
give him 70 reſt tel he make Jeralalem a praiſe in the Ferty, 
even to cry aay and night till with our cryes we riſe up 
the Lord to judge and avenge his own elect, 

Thus Sir, Thave given you a brief and plait account 
of the hope that is in me, after which, I crit it will be 
needleſs to tell you, I have nothing but Ive and honoar 
for your p-7ſop, for your learning and gifts, for your love 
to Chrift, and h:s truth, for your ſuffering, for his ſake, for 
your alwaies 1-zmerited Lowe and Frindfbip tome; in 4 
word , for every thing but your Argunent, and that nothing 
but the intereſt of :ruth, could have drawn me, to have 
any d:fferexce with you, for which I aſſure my ſelfe, I 
ſhall be j:{iped wich you , as I muſt neceſlarily have 
faln in your ezes, if any perſonal reſpect had been preferr'd 
before it : if in any expreſſon I have ſeemed to bear too 


heard upon you, T heartily begg your pardon, and that you 


would accept this explanation, that it is directed to your 
argument, not to you, I fo take alljour's which are-in ſome 
places /barp enough. Thus veniam petimuſ ue damuſyue vi- 
cifſim, The uſeful and ſpiritual parts of your. Book, 1 
(hall ever deſire to lay up, with that veſpe#, chat is due 
to them, Ir is not your good poſitions , but the il poſition 
they are under, ws, their oppoſition to- that they ought 
to be, in Amity, in Harmony, withall, thacI wich draw 

| | from 
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fom your Epiſtle Dedicatory, and other paſſeges of you; 
Book of a particular nature, and great reſpe# ro the Lady, 
ro whom you dire<t ir, were vanity to trouble the world 
withal, bur-referve my ſelf ro another time, to give you 
an-account of the due T-alue that both (he and I have for 
them, and for your good caution to us both, not to take the 
ſhadow for the ſubſiazce, returning you theſe two auſpicr- 
ous remarks, The firſt rhe Text the Miniſter took ar her 
firſt Marriage many years ago, was Rev.19.7, L-t us be 
glad and rejoice, and give howour ty hun, for the Marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his Wife hath wade her ſelf rrady, 
And the Text on which God Preach'd to her the day be- 
fore this her ſecond Marriage, was, }hat I a unto thee, 
thou knoweſt not now, but tho: 11s know hereafter, This is the 
ſubſtance that is to fill up all our ſpadony joys and contents, 
The Marriage of the Lam', the near approach of which 
Marriage, is the ſubje& of that little Book I ſent you, 
the tydings whereof would not be celebrated with that 
Feſtroity, as in that forecited, Rev.1g. If it made no ac- 
ce/1ionto the Churches joy, more then ſhe had before, and 
were the evidence thereof apprehended by you , the tha- 
dows of the evening are not fo far ſtretched upon you, bur 
it would make you revive and deſſom again, which there- 
fore ſuggeſts to me the confidence to recommend the ſeri. 
ous and ledate peruſal thereof uncoyou again, 


We read of a ſmall remnanc that ſhall have aSorg, as Eſa. 30. 29, 
2. Ct. 24- 14» 


in the night, ihat ſhall lift xp their voice, and ſing for the NM a- 
jeſty of the Lord, when the ſhadow of Death thall dell 
upon all the Inhabitants of the Earth, As it fared with the 
Jews from the times of the ſecond Temple, the ſtate of their 
worſhip and civil policy was linking, and declining every day 
more and more (after that little reviving, and that Ltrle 
belp wherewith they. were holpen in the cayes - the 
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(78) 
M----b-6) as the day of Chriſts firſt appearance 4rey 
7 aud nearer, whereby they that waited not for the 
\/12:16a of iſrael, and looked not with ſoine comfar. 
avle afiurance and evidence for that Redemption in Jeru. 
{:/-;, were in a moſt deplorable and deſponding condi- 
141 + fo hath it for a long time ſucceeded with ſurroga. 
id Jſvael, ſince the new Erefion of Churches collapſed, 
and faln ducing the long Ba#tlomſh Captivity under the 
eait, and 1o it will be more and more as Chrit 
withdrans as a Bridegroom from us in the comforts of his 
firſt appearance, as he did from his Diſc:ples for 2 little 
tine by his Death, during which time they Aorrned, 
and had Sorrow as a Woman when her hour is com, 
till he viſited chem again in the Spirit, which was for an 
inſtrufion to us in Type and Pare of his withdrawing 
the Comforts of his firſt Appearance, before his great, 
{lluſtrious, and wiſivle appearance in Perſon, the ſecoz4 
time This is thac Sanz 1 the Nizhi, even the hove and 
expectation of this Appearance, that is to relieve us in 
this myſtical Night, which cherefore it concerns us to 
ſtate aright, according to Scripture Rule and evidence, 
both for time and manxer, that our joy may be ground- 
ed regular and full, which otherwiſe will be Lame, and 
totter if we place it not upon #ath the Leggs and Baſes 


of ir, his Perſon as well as his Spirit, his Preſence as 


well as his Power, In this light I hope (and expres 
it again) The ſhadows of the evening are not fo far ſtrerch- 
out upon you and me, but we m14y yet meet and rejoice in 
the mutual communicating of our 1199: and regular apprehen- 
ſions, touching this Kingdom of Chriſt, and the near, the 
wery near approachinZ tor) of it, when and whereby 
it- is that you Will ſu6ſira# , and withdraw from a 
CARNAL PARTY that matter of joy which 


you 
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you have mithout an Evil Deſigne, I verily hope and 
believe Miniftred unto them by your appearing agasnſt 
this hope and expeBation, In which hope I reſt, Dear Sir, 


Conſider wharT fay, and Your affectionate friend. Bro: 
rhe Lord give you un- . Y 
Randing in all things, ther, and Servant, in our 


O80b, 16. 1676, great and dear Lord, 


ES 
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A Brief Synopſis of the moſt material 
evidence for the drawing nigh of our 
Redemption, contained 11 each Ser 
mon of that little Book I ſent you, 111= 
tituted News of a New World. 


[| N che firlt Scrmongthe four Watches mentioned Hy ou: 


© 1 ns 


wrrugt a wedge 
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Saviour, Mark.13.35. are open, as meaſuring all 

the Times from his Aicenſion to his ſecond pertonal 
coming, and are diſtin&ly appiyed, v:z. the even- 

ing contains all that time from Chriſts departure, to the 
rifiag of Antichriſt, in which ſpace of time theſe three 
remarkable Events do accur, 1. F:ruſalem was deitroyed, 
2. The Churches of Aj; were diſinantled, And 34h, 
Heatheniſm was aboliſhed in the Roman Empire. This 
time laſted co the opening of the fixth Seal, and Cosſta;. 
tizes coming to the Empire, The midnight Watch, which 
is the darkeſt and moſt dangerous V\ atch, wherein all 
are wrapt up in fleep, is allo the longeſt, continuing all 
the times both of the Beaſts Growth and Rampancy, by' 
che ſpace of a thouiand years, during which myitical 
14.30 29. Night, the ChurcaQrhe Invifible Church), had a my:iucal 
Rey.14-13- Song and Reign with Chriſt, which tie reſt of the world 
underſtood not. The Cock-Croviing Watch began from 
the times of Reformacion avout the year 1300, with the 
fifch Trumpet laſting all tne tines of thar irumper, and 
great part of the ſixth, till the pouring forth of che ſixth 
PÞhyal, Thea faich the Lord, Brhold, I come as a Thief; 
and 
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Chriſts ſecond glorious appearance are drawing on apace, 
| | M 


I S1 j 


and from thence fourtly commenceth the Morning- 
' Watch, containing bug ſhort ſpace of time, but of greac. 


moment and conſequece, being as I humbiy conceive, 
Daniels 45 Prophetic! days from the end of his 1290 
days, which commencng about the year 1650, are ſo far 
paſt as from that tine, and hzve lett but 18 or 1g years 
co compleart the 1335 days. Which bring us to that time 
whewof the Spirit himſe)aith, Bleed # He that waiteth, 
and cometh thereunto, 

Aad whereas ir ſaid, Te know not when the Maſter of 
the houſe cometh, whether at Even or at Midnight, or at the 
CorkeCrowing or in the Morning, Ir is there ſhewed, chat 
this is noc to involve the ſecond perſonal and glorious 
coming of Chriſt in uncertainty, but ro ſhew a concern All 
ages would have in one coming of his or other ; all the 
former being but preliminary, or leading in a way of gta- 
dual growth and preparation to his laſt coming. 

In that Sermon allo is ſhewed the neceſſity of Chriſts 
ſpiritual and powerful coming ( in our Spirits) withour 
which his outward perſonal coining will be of no adyzn- 


tage fo us, and alſo the neceffiry of his perſonal coming 


(to thoſe that know his ſpitirual 2nd powerful coming in 
ſome meaſure)as a glorious Viiniſtry co awaken and call up 
that life of the Spirit of Chriſt char lies bound as in afleep, 
even in the Saints themſelves. And thus his ſpiritual and 
his perſonal appearance are reconciled, and it is manifeſt 
we reſt not in a viſible and perſonal appearance without 
the ſpirit and power of that appearance revealed and 
working in us, no more then we may reſt in a ſpiritual 
appearance, or the hopes of his perſonal Appearance with- 
our the thing it ſelf in due time to be performed, 

The _— of the ſecond Sermon, is to ſhew chat the 
times of the Man of Sin are expired, and the times of 


ang 


C 21 


and vety near, T. From the Czculation of the Prophett. 
cal Periods both in Dazxel and he Rewelation, 2. From 
the opening of che ſigns of che tites given by our Saviour, 
and Recorded by three of the Evngeliſts. In the calcu- 
lation is ſhewed che Agreement if both the Prophets, 
D azie! and John, in the term of expiration, though they 
differ in their Epocha, The one, ;z, Daniels time, mea- 
ſuring the conculcation of his P=gple and Nation by the 
four Monarchies ; and Johns nunibu- of x.260 days, mea- 
ſuring the anſwerable treading down if the holy City a- 
mong the Gentiles by the Papacy : Accoxingly the Epo- 
cha of the former is-pitcht from Fultan, abowc the year of 
Chriſt 360, the latrer fromy the time of that Famous de- 
feat of Eugenius by Theodoſius, in which the life and caule 
of Heatheniſm in the Roman Empire expired, and way 
was made for the man of Sin to ger up into the Temple of 
God, which was about the year 390, bur both theſe times, 
wiz, of 1290 days in Damel, and 1260 days, Rev, 11, 
expire, and come up.together in or about the year 1650, 
(as I humbly conceive) and then begins the Morning 
Watch, as was noted before, 

Which Morning-watch is that 45 years from. the end 
of Daniels 1290 days, and-probably is that generation, in | 
which choſe ſigns of our Saviours coming-in the end of the 
world (cloſely and myſtically couched under the Signs of 
Feruſalems deſtruQion) are to come up, which generation 
1s Not to paſs till all be fulfilled. Theſe ſigns you have, 
Mat. 24.29. which. are taken out of Foel 2. 31, where 
the darkning of the Sun, and turning the-Moon.into blood, 
are made {ignes of the great and terrible-day of the Lord, 
In Matthew you have the Epocha of them, v1z. after the 
:ribulation in the days of Antichriſt, 

There are two notes premiſed for the right underftand- 
39 and applying theſe.ligns, x, The Tune, 2. Raw 

Place. 
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Place Tris not in-every time that theſe ſigns are caya- 
ble of being fulfilled , but in and from a time of great 
light, liberty, and reformation; for the Sun cannor be ſaid 
to be darkned that did not ſhine before, but the Sun from 
its ſhining forth, in its ſplendour and glory to be darkned, 
Thar 15 the Sign, &'«. | 
2. The place, though it may be any where, every 
where 1n this old world, where ever the myſtical Sun or 
Moon give their light, yet principally in the eminent place 
or places of the retormation, where the cleareſt light hath 
ſhone, and the greateſt hopes and overtures of this ap- 
proaching redemption have been, there muſt we look for 
theſe ſigns, which though of a ſpiritual diſcerning, yer are 
matter of Fa& and Hiſtory in theſe days, in which we 
live, and may be evidenced to be fulfilled three manner of 


Ways, TiZg 
Sifully 
Pezally | C 
Diſperfationally 


And theſe in a threefold Orb and Sphear, for a further 
account of which, I refer to the Sermons. Oh 

The third Sermon brings us yet nearer, laying the 
claim of the Son of Man to the 45 Prophetical days in 
Daziel 12. (that follow after the 1290) Thar they are 
the days of the Son of Man ſpoken of, Luk, 19. Parallg! 
to the days of Noahs warning the old world, and Lots war- 
ning of Sodom. 


And this is by neceſſary and undeniable conſequence 


- proved, Thar if the Beaſts time (or the times of the Man 


of Sin) be up, and our, Then the days of che Son of Nan 
are come, for Antichriſt is the laſt Enemy that is to ex- 
Erciſe the Church, 


M2 4, Which 
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4. Which is more fully cleared in the fourth Sermon; 
and the Type of ifiſtalling Solomon in the Throne before 
D awids death, is aptly applyed to the times, or days of 
the Son of man, commencing before the full end of the 
Militant ſtate of the Church, where alſo many objeQRions 
are anſivered, and it is with great appoliteneſs (hewed 
that Chriit hath not only laid his claim to theſe Kingdoms 
of great Brittain, but hath been as it were ſolemnly Pro. 
claimed as King here, as in the Palace yard of his Do- 
minions, 


5. The fifth Sermon more fully anſwers ſome objeci- 
ons, as that of the converſion of the ers, ſhewing that 
by what we have heard, that they are probably diſpoſing, 
and preparing for a return, and that objection of the de. 
bauchery and looſenels of the times, ſhewing thar it is no 
other then what was foretold by our Saviour himſelf, and 
all the Prophets; and laſtly, thar of che pouring out of 
the Spirit, as the latter rain, that it is to be moſt eminent- 
ly and fully done in the latter end of theſe 45 years, inti- 
mated by that laſt and great day of the Feaſt, | 


The ſixth and ſeventh Sermons are mainly to ſhery the 
ſpiritual nature and import of this coming and Kingdom of 
Chriſt, which if conſidered, might have in great part ſa- 
tisfied your jealous concern, that we waye not a ſpiritual 
Kingdom, but are for that as well as you, 


The eighth Sermon is to remove that objection of the 
Phyals, as if they were not yet poured out, where on the 
contrary is ſhewed, that there are five of them poured our, 
and the fixth is in pouring out, and hath been fo of a long 
time, and there is only the ſeventh Phyal behind, hich 
:$ 10 COiitemporate With the ſeventh and laſt Trumpet. 


1 I'm, 


HEX. 297 2 
1 Tim. 6.13, 14,15: 
T give thee Charge in the ſight of God, who quickne, 
things, and before Chriſt Feſus, who before Pontius Pilot ;. 
nefied a good CON FESS ION. 


Verſ. 14. That thou keep this Commandment without ſvot, 
unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord J-ſus Chriſt, 


I Verſ. 15. Which in HIS TIMES be ſhall SHEIW 
KH who 55 the Bl-fed, and ONLY POTENTATE, the 
KING of KINGS, and Lord of Loras, 


0 FINIS. 


ERRAT A. 


Age 18. line 13, for ontwardly read outward. p. 26. 1.14. f. in drawing 
P r. in your drawing |}. 23. afrer without make a Comma, art add [ in |. 

p-28. 1. 15. f. Kingdom of Men which, r. Kingdoms of Men will. p. 35+ 
1.27. f. repenting r. ripening. P- 38. 1.3 f. his r. their. p.39. 1.24 i. Glory re 
glorify. p. 40:1. 32+ f. the Vidory r. inViftory, p. 45.1.3. t. doth moſt r. doth, 


1E muſt. p. 49. 1-3. f. Great r. great and Emment. p.g0.1.2. f. Lord r. the Lard.. 
of P.51-1. ulr. afcer heavenly, add, ſuch are they (hat are heavenly. pg 2.1.4 $.- 
* after appear, 1. 4+ ada, what we ſhall be becauſe he dth not appear. 1.. 9. for 


| Corruption I. a Corruption. P.$3.1.11.f.ſor. ſo thar. 1. 23, after ſpirit and 
al life, add, inthe days of his f:ſh. 1.26. f the Conceptions r. our Conceptions. P 54+ 
1. 4- f. thoſe r. theſe, afier ibe latter thiſe i. then Chriſts times are up. p. $7 
1.16. f, 7abal r. Tubal, p.66. 1, 32, after wilderneſs 2dd of. p. 69. 1, 2. fo 
behind 1s r. is behind, 
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